
CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES – APPROVED 

June 23, 2026 

Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. by President Allison Eger. 

Members present: Pastors Peter Nycklemoe, Stephanie Friesen and Melissa Pohlman, Janice Devine, 

Ron Fiscus, Sara Gunsch (Z), Phil Holst, PJ Ritters, Laurel Stewart (Z), Susan Troselius 

Members excused: Jenna Harvieux, Christopher McCarty  

Staff present: Pat Hansen (Z) 

Christ Care Prayers:  For her devotion, Pastor Melissa shared a reading from The Color Purple by Alice 

Walker; she then invited all to share their joys, sorrows, concerns, and thanksgivings, which were lifted 

in prayer. 

Adoption of the June Agenda: The meeting agenda was adopted. 

Approval of Minutes from May Council Meeting: The council meeting minutes for May 26, 2026, 

were approved.  Also received were the Pastors’ Shared Report for June 2026. 

Financial Reports:  Treasurer Ron Fiscus shared his Treasurer’s Report, which summarizes the 

monthly financial reports through May 31, 2026 – Analysis of Revenue & Expense, Balance Sheet, 

Summary of Designated Accounts, Revenue & Expense.  These financial reports were approved by the 

Council; the Treasurer’s Report can be viewed by emailing Pat Hansen, phansen@centralmpls.org .   

Information and Conversation:   

• Personnel - Job search updates and staff reviews:  Pastor Peter shared that there have been a 

couple of interviews for the Food Service Coordinator and there may be a couple more.   Staff 

Reviews are all complete and Personnel is recommending a cost-of-living increase. 

• Casavant and Sanctuary Renewal updates:  Pastor Peter shared that John Panning of Dobson 

Organ Builders has sent a “first look” document to make sure that all agree to what has been 

discussed.    Demolition to the sacristy may begin on Monday, June 29th; the sacristans will 

move everything to the Health Commons for two weeks. 

• Follow up on inviting Tom Jolivette to facilitate congregational conversations this Fall with the 

theme, The Welcome of a Steadfast God – inviting all the questions:  Pastor Peter shared that the 

facilitation would be beneficial; a vote will take place when needed. 

Council Action Items – the Council approved with a motion, second, discussion and vote: 

1. The Personnel Committee’s motion to approve the updates of the HR Manual, which include 

Policy 5.4.2 Minnesota Paid Family Leave (MN PFL) and Policy 5.8.2 Sabbatical Leaves – Full-

time Directors. 

2. The Personnel Committee’s recommendation for staff cost of living raises (based on completed 

reviews). 

3. The Central Lutheran Church Foundation’s resolution regarding the use and dispersal of 

Foundation funds for the support and relocation of cremated remains from the Central 

Lutheran Church Columbarium. 
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Connections Conversation for June: Council members spent the remainder of the meeting breaking 

into twos for conversation and then sharing their thoughts.  June’s question was: What is the one 

question God might ask you? How is that God question shaped by this moment in time, your 

relationships, gifts and what God knows about your values, hopes and dreams? The questions are 

shaped by the emerging theme for the next program year. 

Closing Prayer and Adjourn: After closing with the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting was adjourned 

 at 7:30 pm. 

The Council’s next meeting is scheduled for August 25, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. There is no July Council 

meeting; the Executive Committee will meet at its usual date/time.  If decisions need to be made, they 

will be handled through emails. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat Hansen 

Recording for Sara Gunsch, Council Secretary 


