Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Eucharist
Sunday, September 13, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Exploring the promise of God for all




You are welcome. No exceptions.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We
affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and
physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited
to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

Worship
“: Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

I Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW).

== You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.
Eej Masks are welcome, but not required.

6 Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of
the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack.
Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit
anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward
the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server
will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than
communion, please let your server know.

(, Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just
>/ outside the sanctuary doors.

MEMBERS OF:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org
Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org
MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org
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Welcome to Worship
As you arrive for worship,
you are invited to prepare
your hearts and minds while
listening to the prelude before
the service begins today.

The Holy Spirit gathers
us in unity on this first
day of the week.

Prelude
Florence B. Price (1887-
1953) was an African-
American pianist, organist,
and composer, born in Little
Rock, Arkansas. She gave
her first public recital at
the age of four, and entered
New England Conservatory
at age 15, graduating three
years later. In 1927, she
settled in Chicago, where
she established her career.
In 1932, her Symphony in E
Minor won the Wanamaker
Music Composition Contest,
which was premiered by the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
a year later. This was the
first time a major American
orchestra had performed a
work by an African-American
woman. Price went on to
compose over 300 works for
concert, church, and radio,
receiving numerous accolades,
while maintaining an active
career as a pedagogue and
performer.

PRELUDE

“Air” from Suite No. 1

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4= one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,

let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through -t Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”

GREETING

Florence Price

Hymn 716

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE All sing parts marked
Choir sings parts marked U and 11
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

We turn our hearts to God.

O Lord God, steadfast and merciful, you are the inexhaustible fountain
of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

Word

CHILDREN’S TIME

FIRST READING Romans 14:1-12
' Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. > Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. > Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat,

) for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on servants

GOd. speaks to us m of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they
serip éur e reading, will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

preaching, and song. >Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those

who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for
the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain
for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ® For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead




and the living.

'"Why do you pass judgment on your sibling? Or you, why do you
despise your sibling? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. "' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12S0 then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

GOSPEL HYMN Hymn 605
“Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my sibling sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” ** Jesus said to him,
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

# “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. * When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him,
*and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made.

26 So the servant fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ ?” And out of pity for him, the
lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. ?® But that
same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” # Then his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” ** But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. *! When
his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in
anger his lord handed him over to the jailors until he paid his entire debt.
*3So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your sibling from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)




Scan to make a
financial offering.

Pilgrims’ Hymn
“Pilgrims’ Hymn" is an
a cappella choral work
excerpted from Stephen
Paulus’s 1997 opera, The
Three Hermits, based on a
short story by Leo Tolstoy.
Featuring a poignant text
by Minnesota poet Michael
Dennis Browne, the piece has
grown from its operatic origins
into one of the most frequently
performed contemporary
choral works in the world. Its
lush, accessible harmonies
deliver a deeply reassuring and
relentlessly optimistic message
of grace, unceasing love, and
unwavering trust through
darkness. The profound
emotional weight of this brief
anthem has garnered national
recognition, famously leading
to its selection for the state
funerals of Presidents Ronald
Reagan and Gerald Ford.

SERMON
(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 603
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

Each petition concludes:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers
and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING
“Pilgrims’ Hymn” Stephen Paulus

Even before we call on Your name
To ask You, O God
When we seek for the words to glorify You
You hear our prayer
Unceasing love, O unceasing love
Surpassing all we know

Glory to the Father
And to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit

Even with the darkness sealing us in

We breathe Your name

And through all the days that follow so fast
We trust in You

Endless Your grace, O endless Your grace
Beyond all mortal dream

Both now and forever
And unto ages and ages
Amen.
- Michael Dennis Browne
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God feeds us with the
presence of Jesus Christ.

Meal

(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 482
“I Come with Joy” Stanzas 1-3

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, you alone are steadfast, you alone are merciful...
...Yours, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the everlasting kingdom,
the peaceable power, and the humble glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
As the beloved of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)



Communion
All are invited to receive these
gifts of God.

Children are welcome to
come forward and receive
communion or a blessing.

COMMUNION
“Lamb of God”
0 u . . .
. Ja— - O —— Pa— — ;
O vt
> /X0 b —‘—'—d—‘——,,i—g ¥ 1T P ——— o
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0D u . . . .
i a——— - = e —— I —r—
1O R P e =
”; & | &
us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
Q #u f I . N . I f '
e e e
| 7O 1T o [ _—_ | | — —
J | — | ' —
mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
0 u .
DA . I I | I I N I I I N I N
e —| ] y & - — ] ] P i — I
- e [ /) & - rY & 1 I
| L 7 B— O
J ' 1 ~—* o
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
“For the Beauty of the Earth” John Rutter

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth

Over and around us lies;
over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the beauty of each hour
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale,

and tree and flower,

Sun and moon and stars of light:
Sun and moon and stars of light:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise.

For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth,

and friends above,

For all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise.

For each perfect gift of thine
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flow’rs of earth and buds of
heav’n:

flow’rs of earth and buds of
heav’n:

Lord of all, to thee we raise
This our joyful hymn of praise,
our hymn of praise.

-F.S. Pierpoint

“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” Hymn 469

(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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God blesses us and sends
us for shared mission in
our shared world.

Sending

BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body
of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace
=+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn 543
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is faithful.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Voluntary in B Flat Major” Jonathan Battishill



Serving Today

Pastor Peter Nycklemoe preaching
Pastor Melissa Pohlman presiding
Kathryn Holum assisting
Ann Oyen reading
Sara Gunsch crucifer
Central Choir ensemble
Joe Osowski choir director
Isaac Drewes organist
Mark Kieffer video/sound
Ann Oyen host
Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Central Lutheran Church.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi
at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.
Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.
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