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CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Exploring the promise of God for all
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You are welcome. No exceptions.

Worship

Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship (ELW).

You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.

Masks are welcome, but not required. 

Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of 

the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack. 

Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit 

anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward 

the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server 

will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than 

communion, please let your server know.

Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just 

outside the sanctuary doors.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We 

affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and 

physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited 

to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

MEMBERS OF:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org

Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org

MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org



PRELUDE

“Elevation” from Mass for the Convents François Couperin

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 67

May God be gracious to us and bless us

    and make his face to shine upon us, 

 that your way may be known upon earth,

    your saving power among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

    let all the peoples praise you.

 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

    for you judge the peoples with equity

    and guide the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

    let all the peoples praise you.

 The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us. May God continue to bless us;

    let all the ends of the earth revere him.

GATHERING HYMN “Build a Longer Table”

 

The Holy Spirit gathers 

us in unity on this first 

day of the week.

Welcome to Worship

 As you arrive for worship, 

you are invited to prepare 

your hearts and minds while 

listening to the prelude before 

the service begins today.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

We turn our hearts to God.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all who call 

upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 

compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout 

the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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Word
FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

  1 Thus says the Lord:
  Maintain justice, and do what is right,

 for soon my salvation will come

  and my deliverance be revealed.

  6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,

  and to be his servants,

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it

  and hold fast my covenant—

  7 these I will bring to my holy mountain
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices

  will be accepted on my altar,

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer

  for all peoples.

  8 Thus says the Lord God,
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel:

 I will gather others to them

  besides those already gathered.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

God speaks to us in 

scripture reading, 

preaching, and song.
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GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

   21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 

is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, 
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 

her daughter was healed from that moment.

      

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON

(Please stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 587

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 

Each petition concludes:

Merciful God,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we 

cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

(Please be seated)
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MUSICAL OFFERING

“God Be Merciful” Adolphus Hailstork
God be merciful unto us and bless us;

and cause thy face to shine upon us.

May thy way be known upon the earth, 

and thy saving health among all the nations.

Let the people praise thee, O God,

let the people praise thee, O God;

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.

Amen.

- from Psalm 67

Meal
(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 486

“God Extends an Invitation” 

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God...

...Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by 

your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

Scan to make a 

financial offering.

God feeds us with the 

presence of Jesus Christ.
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LORD’S PRAYER

As the beloved of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION   

“Lamb of God”

“My Song Shall Be Alway” Gerald Near
My song shall be alway of the lovingkindness of the Lord.

With my mouth will I show forth thy truth.

For I have said, “mercy is set up forever;

thy truth shalt thou stablish in the heavens.”

- from Psalm 89

“Healer of Our Every Ill” Hymn 612

(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and 

nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood 

of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 

proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.

Communion

All are invited to receive these 

gifts of God.

Children are welcome to 

come forward and receive 

communion or a blessing.
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Sending
BENEDICTION

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope      by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

 

SENDING HYMN Hymn 650

*“In Christ There Is No East or West”

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ goes with you.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux” from  Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

Suite on the First Tone

 

*African American Spiritual

Many African American 

spirituals and hymns were 

never credited to their creators 

or were claimed by other 

individuals. On weekends 

when Central uses music 

or music texts created by 

people who were kept in 

chattel slavery, a donation 

will be made to a Historical 

Black College and University 

(HBCU) as a reparation to 

their descendants. For 2026, 

Central will be sending 

donations to Texas Southern 

University in Houston, Texas.

God blesses us and sends 

us for shared mission in 

our shared world.
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Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Central Lutheran Church.

 If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi 

at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.

Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Serving Today

Pastor Brian Gutzmann

Pastor Melissa Pohlman

Pastor Peter Nycklemoe

Pastor Stephanie Friesen

Jeff Block

Ben Longman

JoAnna Johnson

Robin Helgen

Bill Pederson

David Gindra

Isaac Drewes

Mark Kieffer

Karen Snyder

Bonnie Weisenburger

preaching

presiding

hospitality

vbs coordinator

assisting

reading

quartet

organist

video/sound

host

healing prayers





An Everyday Church for Everyone

Central Lutheran

333 South 12th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(612) 870-4416 | info@centralmpls.org


