Eighth Weekend after Pentecost

Eucharist | Evening Prayer
Saturday, July 18, 2026, 5 p.m.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Exploring the promise of God for all




You are welcome. No exceptions.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We
affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and
physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited
to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

Worship
“: Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

I Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW).

== You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.
Eej Masks are welcome, but not required.

6 Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of
the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack.
Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit
anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward
the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server
will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than
communion, please let your server know.

(, Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just
>/ outside the sanctuary doors.

MEMBERS OF:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org
Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org
MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org
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Welcome to Worship
As you arrive for worship,
you are invited to prepare
your hearts and minds while
listening to the prelude before
the service begins today.

The Holy Spirit gathers
us in unity as the day
fades to night.

PRELUDE

(At the sound of the bell, please stand)

Gathering

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

HYMN OF LIGHT
Leader sings once, then all sing twice
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GATHERING HYMN “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”
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God speaks to us in
scripture reading,

preaching, and song.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

We turn our hearts to God.

Steadfast God, teach us your way and your truth. Root us in you alone,
help us to grow in grace and love, that we may fulfill our role and our
work in the reign of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

Word

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

**[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field,* but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. 2 So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2 And the servants of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Did you not sow good seed in your
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 22 He answered, ‘An
enemy has done this.” They said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ ?* But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. *° Let both of them grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” " He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; *the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, **and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. *° Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. * The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, #* and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON



(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field”
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816; arr. With One Voice, 1995
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

Each petition concludes:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please be seated)
MUSICAL OFFERING
Scan to make a “Lord, Make Me an Instrument” Johnathan Willcocks
financial offering.
Meal
(Please stand)
PRESENTATION HYMN “All Who Are Thirsty”
Sing twice
Leader All
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Text: Brian Wentzel, b. 1979
Music: ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY, Brian Wentzel
Text and music © 2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




All are invited to receive these
gifts of God.

Children are welcome to
come forward and receive
communion or a blessing.

God blesses us and sends
us for shared mission in
our shared world.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God...
...Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
As the beloved of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION
“The Lord’s My Shepherd” Bob Chilcott

(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit,
enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give
you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending

BENEDICTION
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope - by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



EVENING HYMN “O God, Whose Word Well-Planted”
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where oth - ers, reap - ing, gath-ered the har - vest of their toil.
that mul - ti - tudes who hear it your gos - pel may em - brace.
and love and joy will flour-ish to clothe the earth with peace.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: ABIDING PRESENCE, Stephen P. Folkemer, b. 1952
Text and music © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ goes with you.
Thanks be to God.

MUSICAL MEDITATION



Serving Today

Pastor Peter Nycklemoe preacher
Pat Hansen assisting
Vicki Munson reading
Bill Pederson song leader
Tim Short pianist/organist
Mark Kieffer video/sound
Bill Hansen host
Ann Oyen healing prayers
Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Central Lutheran Church.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi
at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.
Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Hymn of Light: Text: Susan Masters, b. 1957 | Music: IN SILENCE WE WAIT, Susan Masters
Test and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

Prayer of the Day: Adapted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers © 2002
Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.
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