Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Eucharist
Sunday, July 12, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Exploring the promise of God for all




You are welcome. No exceptions.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We
affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and
physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited
to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

Worship
“: Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

I Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW).

== You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.
Eej Masks are welcome, but not required.

6 Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of
the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack.
Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit
anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward
the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server
will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than
communion, please let your server know.

(, Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just
>/ outside the sanctuary doors.

MEMBERS OF:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org
Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org
MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org
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Welcome to Worship
As you arrive for worship,
you are invited to prepare
your hearts and minds while
listening to the prelude before
the service begins today.

The Holy Spirit gathers
us in unity on this first
day of the week.

PRELUDE
“Sonata 4 in D Major” George Frideric Handel
“Domine Deus” from Gloria Antonio Vivaldi

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 65
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all humans are drawn.

Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very
plenteous; the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain and provide for the earth.
You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow
with plenty.

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be
clothed with joy.

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys
cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 533
“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to

PRAYER OF THE DAY
We turn our hearts to God.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting your word in our lives. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)



God speaks to us in
scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

Word

FIRST READING
"“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
''so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
2For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
B Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Isaiah 55:10-13

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” Antonin Dvorak,

arr. Mark Sedio

(Please stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.

2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And
as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them
up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ¢ But
when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'8 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '* When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, ! yet such a person has
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 2 As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but
the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. > But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON
(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 512
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

Each petition concludes:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.




Scan to make a
financial offering.

of

God feeds us with the

presence of Jesus Christ.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING
“Benedictus” from Mass in G Franz Schubert

Meal

(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 726
“Light Dawns on a Weary World” Verses 1 and 2

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God...
...Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by
your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
As the beloved of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

o , Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
All are invited to receive these

aifis of God Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

Children are welcome to now and forever. Amen.

come forward and receive

communion or a blessing. (Please be seated)

COMMUNION
“Lamb of God”
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I O Lamb of God, you bear the sin all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

0 . . .
)" A | — I | N | | I I |
VDY BN S I B B
F—— e
you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
“In the Heart Where Love Is Abiding” John Barnard
“For the Fruit of All Creation” Hymn 679
(Please stand)
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit,
enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give
you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




God blesses us and sends
us for shared mission in
our shared world.

Sending

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 4= give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn 547
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
“Concerto in G Major, 1. Allegro” Antonio Vivaldi/
Johann Sebastian Bach
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Serving Today

Pastor Stephanie Friesen preacher
Pastor Melissa Pohlman presider
Zee Gregerson assisting
Jim Hart reading
JoAnna Johnson quartet
Robin Helgen
Bill Pederson
David Gindra
David Mickens violinist
Melanie Ohnstad organist
Mark Kieffer video/sound
Jim Hart host
Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Central Lutheran Church.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi
at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.
Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.
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