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You are welcome. No exceptions.

Worship

Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship (ELW).

You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.

Masks are welcome, but not required. 

Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of 

the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack. 

Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit 

anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward 

the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server 

will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than 

communion, please let your server know.

Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just 

outside the sanctuary doors.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We 

affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and 

physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited 

to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

MEMBERS OF:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org

Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org

MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org



PRELUDE

American Folk Hymns:

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” Dale Wood

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home” George Shearing

“A Simple Song” from Mass Leonard Bernstein

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP

“I Will Arise” Arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 145

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love.

Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your 

works. 

All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall 

bless you.

They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your 

power.

That all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of 

your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 

throughout all ages. 

You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.

The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are 

weary.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 887

“This Is My Song” 

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Welcome to Worship

 As you arrive for worship, 

you are invited to prepare 

your hearts and minds while 

listening to the prelude before 

the service begins today.

Today’s Worship Music

The music offered in today’s 

services at Central recognizes 

several musical traditions and 

American composers who have 

enriched corporate worship 

and individual spirituality 

across our country’s 250 year 

history.

Prelude

The organ prelude and 

postlude to worship draw from 

the large body of American 

folk melodies first compiled 

in the “Sacred Harp” and 

“Southern Harmony” shape 

note hymn and tune books. 

Most of these tunes are 

believed to have been brought 

to America’s shores by early 

Baptist settlers from England, 

Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. 

They were passed from group 

to group and from generation 

to generation throughout the 

Appalachians. These beloved 

melodies eventually secured 

their place in many present day 

denominational hymnals.

A Simple Song

Jacqueline Kennedy 

commissioned Leonard 

Bernstein to compose “Mass” 

for the opening of the John 

F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts in 1971. 

“A Simple Song” is the best 

known single number from 

“Mass.” Its repeated Lauda, 

Laude calls us to praise.
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HYMN OF PRAISE “We Walk in Love”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

We turn our hearts to God.

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 

may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

We Walk in Love

“We Walk in Love” is drawn 

from the Justice Choir 

Songbook, a resource of new 

protest songs created for the 

issues of our time. Its curators 

all hail from the Twin Cities 

where the country’s charter 

chapter, Justice Choir-Twin 

Cities was formed in 2017.
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Word
FIRST READING Zechariah 9:9-12

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;

 triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
 and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

 and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea

 and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
 today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

GOSPEL HYMN Hymn 837

“Many and Great, O God”

 

God speaks to us in 

scripture reading, 

preaching, and song.

Many and Great, O God

This evocative Dakota chant 

bears the French name, 

Lacquiparle, ‘the lake that 

speaks.’ Joseph Renville 

established a fur-trading post 

near Lac qui Parle and over 

time translated the Bible into 

the Dakota language. Reville 

chose a text from Jeremiah 

to pair with the evocative 

chant we now know as Many 

and Great. Significantly this 

hymn was sung as the Dakota 

38 were led to the gallows in 

Mankato on December 26, 

1862.
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to 

one another,

  17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 
a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

   25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 

intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him.

   28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON

(Please stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 633

“We’ve Come This Far By Faith” Quartet sings verses

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 

needs of the world.

Each petition concludes:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 

unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Scan to make a 

financial offering.
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(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING

“How Can I Keep from Singing?” Gwyneth Walker

Meal
(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 467

“We Place Upon Your Table, Lord” 

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe...

...Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

God feeds us with the 

presence of Jesus Christ.

How Can I Keep from 

Singing?

Folk singer Pete Seeger 

popularized this song in the 

50’s and 60’s and perpetuated 

its association with 

the Quakers and Shakers. 

Documentary history tells 

us, that  American preacher, 

hymn-writer, and gospel music 

pioneer Robert Lowry, brought 

this music and text together in 

the collection, “Bright Jewels 

for the Sunday School” in 

1869. “Shall We Gather At the 

River“is another well known 

Lowry hymn.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION   

“Lamb of God”

“At the River” Aaron Copland

“Come Sunday” from Black, Brown and Beige Duke Ellington

“I Come with Joy” Hymn 482

(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through 

this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that 

we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and 

forever. Amen.

All are invited to receive these 

gifts of God.

Children are welcome to 

come forward and receive 

communion or a blessing.

Come Sunday

“Black, Brown and Beige” 

is a 45 minute jazz symphony 

composed by Duke Ellington. 

It debuted at Carnegie Hall in 

1943 conceived as a musical 

parallel to the history of 

African Americans. “Come  

Sunday” is legacy spiritual 

from the work that was made 

widely known by Mahalia 

Jackson.
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Sending
BENEDICTION

The peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,

keep your hearts and your minds

in     Christ Jesus.

Amen.

 

SENDING HYMN Hymn 888

“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“When I Can Read My Title Clear” from Pisgah Dale Wood

God blesses us and sends 

us for shared mission in 

our shared world.

Postlude

“Pisgah” is a Biblical Hebrew 

word meaning summit or 

peak. God commanded Moses 

to climb to the top of Mount 

Pisgah (Nebo) where he was 

granted a view of the Promised 

Land before he died. Pisgah 

is also the name of a national 

forest in North Carolina. The 

Mount Pisgah Trail offers 

panoramic Appalachian views.
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Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Claire and Bill Johnson 

in celebration of their 60th wedding anniversary.

 If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi 

at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.

Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Hymn of Praise: Music: Deanna Witkowski | Text: Deanna Witkowski and Lemuel Colon

Music © 2017 Deanna Witkowski (BMI) | Text © 2017 Witkowski and Colon, licensed for free, non-commercial distribution.

Serving Today

Pastor Peter Nycklemoe

Pastor Brian Gutzmann

Pat Hansen

Deb Thelen

Michael Acuña Dee

JoAnna Johnson

Robin Helgen

Bill Pederson

David Gindra

Melanie Ohnstad

Mark Kieffer

Karen Snyder

preacher

presider

assisting

reading

crucifer

ensemble

organist

video/sound

host
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