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Exploring the promise of God for all
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You are welcome. No exceptions.

Worship

Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship (ELW).

You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.

Masks are welcome, but not required. 

Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of 

the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack. 

Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit 

anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward 

the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server 

will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than 

communion, please let your server know.

Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just 

outside the sanctuary doors.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We 

affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and 

physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited 

to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

MEMBERS OF:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org

Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org

MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org



PRELUDE

“When Love Is Found” Aaron David Miller

“For Everyone Born” Brian Mann,

 arr. Tom Trenney

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering
OPENING SENTENCES

We begin as we live, in the name of the Father, and of the     Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We are made in the image of a steadfast, loving God.

We are made to experience God’s expansive life and joy.

We are members of God’s family, created for lives of diversity and 

wonder.

We are members of God’s family, who strive to practice radical 

hospitality and welcome all, no exceptions.

We are gathered by God’s Spirit, enlightened and blessed by God’s 

abundance.

We are gathered by God’s Spirit for life together and empowered to 

explore the promise of God’s love for all.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 641

“All Are Welcome” Stanzas 1, 4, and 5

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Holy Spirit gathers 

us in unity on this first 

day of the week.

Welcome to Worship

 As you arrive for worship, 

you are invited to prepare 

your hearts and minds while 

listening to the prelude before 

the service begins today.
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY

We turn our hearts to God.

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice 

and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your 

word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.

(Please be seated)
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Word
FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9

5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence 
of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the 

Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; 
may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back 

to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all 

the exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and 
in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and 
me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 

many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies 
peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known 

that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

GOSPEL HYMN “We Walk in Love”

 Quartet sings stanza 1

God speaks to us in 

scripture reading, 

preaching, and song.

5



GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever 
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 

righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 

disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON

(Please stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY “God, We Gather as Your People”

 Quartet sings verse 1
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the 

needs of the world.

Each petition concludes:

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 

unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING

“Draw the Circle Wide” Mark Miller

Scan to make a 

financial offering.
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Meal
(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 695

“As Saints of Old” Stanzas 2 and 3

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn: 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe...

...Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated)

God feeds us with the 

presence of Jesus Christ.
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COMMUNION   

“Lamb of God”

“Grant Us Thy Peace” Felix Mendelssohn

“Build a Longer Table”

All are invited to receive these 

gifts of God.

Children are welcome to 

come forward and receive 

communion or a blessing.
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(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through 

this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that 

we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and 

forever. Amen.

Sending
BENEDICTION

The peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,

keep your hearts and your minds

in     Christ Jesus.

Amen.

 

SENDING HYMN “Love Astounding”
God blesses us and sends 

us for shared mission in 

our shared world.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Allegro maestoso from Sonata II” Felix Mendelssohn
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An Everyday Church for Everyone

Central Lutheran

333 South 12th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(612) 870-4416 | info@centralmpls.org

Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Central Lutheran Church in celebration of Pride Weekend.

 If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi 

at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com

© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.

Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Hymn of Praise: Music: J. Berk Carlson, 1937-2017. Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, 1953-2021.

Gospel Hymn: Music: Deanna Witkowski | Text: Deanna Witkowski and Lemuel Colon

Music © 2017 Deanna Witkowski (BMI) | Text © 2017 Witkowski and Colon, licensed for free, non-commercial distribution.

Sending Hymn: Music: Wiliam Moore, Columbian Harmony 1825  | Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm

© 1999 Jeannette M. Lindholm
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