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- Acts 2:46

“The people of God 

broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and

generous hearts."
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The promise that our home is in God grounds us. In the ups and downs, we have experienced in 
our personal and communal lives, the stories of our home in God provide hope and inspiration. 

The Gospel of John rings with the promise of home. In chapter 14, Jesus offers these famous and 
comforting words: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?” Jesus prepares a place for you, each moment of every day. One of the gifts of faith 
is the mindfulness that God provides, a divine 
abundance that begins with each breath we 
breathe.

If we pause to consider how the promise of 
home and generosity are connected, the first 
thought may be that generous lives are lived 
in the big gestures like charity events, capital 
appeals, or emergency donations when 
disaster strikes. There is an important place for these acts of gratitude. At the same time, generous 
lives are most often lived in the daily moments that define home, work, church communities, 
and neighborhoods. We may remember the big donation by a wealthy philanthropist who is 
acknowledged at the beginning of our favorite PBS show. We certainly remember the neighbor 
who brought over cookies when our loved one had died. The small acts of generosity have the 
power to create a sense of home, a grounding in love. 

At home, generosity is a faithful response. It is a way of life shaped in relationship with an 
abundant God who prepares a place for us each day. A generosity that begins at home might 
look like an exhausted parent rising in the middle of the night to comfort a child, family members 
forgiving one another instead of holding grudges, and neighbors seeing beyond the surface 
divisions to a shared humanity. These daily acts of generosity teach us the ways of trust and love. 
They open us to be the followers of Jesus, who in John 14 reminds us that he is the “way, the truth 
and the life.” At home in Jesus, we embody all he provides as we give thanks and live generous 
lives.

Pastor Peter

At home, generosity is a faithful 
response. It is a way of life 
shaped in relationship with an 
abundant God who prepares a 
place for us each day.

Generosity Begins at Home
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pastors, and council leaders look 
forward to this annual event, 
now planned for the fall.

Sanctuary Renewal 
Project Updates

The Sanctuary Renewal Project 
work continues in 2026! The 
Sanctuary Renewal Project 
budget has been updated by 
Jorgenson Construction for the 
remodeling of the sacristy, the 
new ADA ramp, and altar work. 
The updated bids are within 
the “not-to-exceed” budget 
approved by the congregation 
at the special congregational 
meeting in April 2025. The 
Fiscal and Property Committee 
and the Congregation Council, 
along with affirmation by 
the Sanctuary Renewal 
Committee, have affirmed the 
updated bids. 

Jorgenson Construction will 
place the order for the materials 
and once those are available the 
work will begin. When we have 
a firm timeline, an informational 
meeting will be offered to 
update you on the projects 
and the scope of the work. If 
you have any questions at this 
point, please check in with 
Pastor Peter at pnycklemoe@
centralmpls.org  or Dave 
Rodriguez at drodriguez@
centralmpls.org.

Annual Church Picnic

The annual Church Picnic is 
planned for Sunday, August 
30, following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. As always, 
Dave and Dwayne will 
grill, and great sides will 
be provided. There will be 
games for the kids, as well 
as adults. The annual Bingo 
game will happen, and so too 
awesome prizes! Save the date 
for this annual congregational 
fellowship event!

New Member Happy Hour 
Moves to the Fall

Since we emerged from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Generosity Team has sponsored 
a happy hour for all who have 
joined Central over the past 
3-4 years. This fun event is for 
new and newer members to 
make connections and explore 
ways to share your gifts. This 
August a new social event will 
be offered for young adults 
and new parents and kids. 
So, the New Member Happy Hour will 
shift to a fall offering. 

Keep an eye on the Spirit for 
the fall date/invitation for the 
New Member Happy Hour. 
There will also be an email sent 
specifically to all who have 
joined Central in the past 3-4 
years. The Generosity Team, 

The Generosity Area Mission Cluster centers on the invitation for every child of God 

to share their gifts of time, abilities, and finances for the sake of God’s mission in the world.

Generosity Begins at Home

Dave and Dwayne at the grill.

Enjoy summer faves with friends.

Have fun with balloon art!

Lots of warm smiles and laughter.
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Central’s Congregation Council works with members, volunteers, and sta� to imagine 

and implement the church’s mission, vision, and goals.

Leadership Begins at Home

It is both humbling and a true honor to serve 
as Central’s newly elected Congregation 

Council President. When I first walked 
through these doors nearly 30 years ago, I 
never imagined I would one day step into 
this role. I am deeply grateful for the faithful 
leadership that has come before me and I 
remain committed to carrying that legacy 
forward.

Over those 30 years, a lot has changed, 
including parts of our physical space. But 
what has remained constant is something 
much more important: the generosity of this 
congregation and the genuine desire to be 
in community with one another. Central has 
always been a place where people show up, 
for each other, for our neighbors, and for the 
wider world. That continues to be our story of 
home.

In recent months, the council has focused on 
strengthening our shared ministry through 
active support of three key task forces: Mental 
Health and Wholeness, Seasons of Life, and 
Information, Connection, and Communication 
(ICC). These groups are making meaningful 
impact, creating space for connection, walking 
alongside those navigating life’s challenges, 
and strengthening how we communicate and 
engage as a congregation.

In addition, the council recently approved 
the distribution of year-end funds to 
both facility care and emergency rental 
assistance, reflecting our commitment to both 
stewardship and care for our neighbors.

We are also looking ahead with excitement 
as we move forward with sanctuary 
renewal projects, including accessibility 
improvements, and the next steps in the 
restoration of the Casavant organ. These 
are more than building projects, they are 
investments in the future of worship, music, 
and community life at Central.

The Congregation Council is also committing 
to a deeper focus on leadership and 
connection. We are creating intentional space 
to listen, ask questions, and grow in our 
understanding of Central’s ministries and 
the people who make them possible. Our 
goal is to lead not just through decisions, 
but through strong relationships, staying 
curious, engaged, and closely connected as 
we continue building a place where all are 
welcome, no exceptions.

I ask for your prayers as we continue this 
work—prayers for wisdom, for discernment, 
and for the continued strength of this 
community.

Allison Eger

Your 2026-27 Congregation Council.

Summer 2026 | page 5



June 17
Wednesday

6 p.m.
Summer Adult Book Study

June 19
Friday, Juneteenth

Building Closed

June 18
Thursday

Noon
Street Voices BBQ in Loring 
Park

June 20-22
Saturday – Monday

Reconciling in Christ Weekend 

June 26-July 2
High School Civil Rights Trip

June 26-28
Twin Cities Pride Weekend

June 29-July 9
Restoration Center Closed

May 25
Monday, Memorial Day

Building Closed

May 30-June 1
Saturday-Monday

Graduate Recognition 
Weekend

June 4 
Thursday

6:40 p.m.
Young Adults to the Twins

June 10
Wednesday

6 p.m.
Summer Adult Book Study

June 14
Sunday

9:30 a.m.
Summer Adult Book Study and Pop-up Choir 
Rehearsal

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Vacation Bible School

11:45 a.m.
Summer on the Plaza Carillon Concert

Save the Date
Summer is full of opportunities for us to worship 

and be together in community.

Kids play and discover together at VBS.

"Fun" doesn't even begin to describe the time had at the Annual Picnic!
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July 1
Wednesday

10:45 a.m.
OWLS Trip to the 
Guthrie

July 5
Sunday

11:45 a.m.
Summer on the Plaza 
Carillon Concert

July 12
Sunday

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Vacation Bible School

11:45 a.m.
Summer on the Plaza Carillon Concert

July 12-17
Middle School Trip to Amnicon

July 19
Sunday

11:45 a.m.
Summer on the Plaza Carillon Concert

July 26
Sunday

9:30 a.m. rehearsal
Summer Pop-up Choir

11:45 a.m.
Summer on the Plaza Carillon Concert

August 3-6
Restoration Center Closed

August 3-7
Community Organizing Training

August 16
Sunday

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Vacation Bible School

August 22
Saturday

10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Summer Family Festival

August 30
Sunday

Following 10:30 a.m. worship
Church Picnic

Get ready to line up for food trucks at Summer on the Plaza!

The Rainbow Circle has t-shirts!

Experiential learning is a formative and fun practice 
for young people.
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of how and why they operate are similar. 
They are artists and creators, in community 
with one another, acting out of a generosity of 
spirit. 

The quilting page of the LWR website reads: 
“Often, when natural disasters strike or war 
drives families from their homes, our hearts 
ache with compassion but we don’t know 
how to help…Making Lutheran World Relief 
Mission Quilts is a tangible way to express 

love to our neighbors 
in need.” 

Carol Henderson, 
long-time Central 
member and quilter, 
expressed her feelings 
about the work of 
quilting: “I love the art 
of creating something 
special for someone.” 
Both quilts and prayer 
shawls are a creative 
process, and each 
creator leaves a piece 

of themselves in the final product. The unique 
look, the comforting textures, and the care 
and love instilled in each quilt and shawl 
comes from these creators.

Creativity, skill, and the resulting product 
are the part of this work that makes it 

tangible; you can hold a completed quilt or 
shawl in your hands and give it as a gift. But 
what about the intangible elements of this 
process?

When you think of home, what do you 
imagine? For many people, “home” is 

much more than only a dwelling place. It is a 
place of comfort, safety, and relationship with 
loved ones. 

This year at Central, we have learned, shared, 
worshipped, and been in community together 
under the theme “Stories of Home.” As we 
wrap up the program year, we reflect on all 
the ways of “home” that we have practiced 
and discussed, 
including the ways of 
generosity.

There are two groups at 
Central where creativity 
and craft intersect with 
generosity and a sense 
of home: the Prayer 
Shawl Knitters and the 
Quilters for Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR). 

Our Restoration Center 
and Hospitality Coordinator, Karen Knox, has 
worked at Central for almost 28 years and has 
witnessed countless quilts and prayer shawls 
go out the doors for the benefit of those in 
need of “comfort and support.” She says 
that both groups are “Much like home. They 
gather once a month, they talk, they pray, 
they share stories, and most times they share 
treats or a meal.”

Though both groups have different outputs 
(shawls vs. quilts), the foundational elements 

By Brenda Blackhawk

Generosity and Home:
Creatvity, Community, and Care of Quilters and Knitters

The Prayer Shawl Knitters gather once a month.
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Across 
the board, 
participants in 
these groups 
expressed a 
great joy in 
doing the 
work together. 
Deanne Tibben, 
another Central 
member and quilter says that, “My favorite 
thing is looking forward to meeting with 
some friends that I would never have had an 
occasion to be with…” 

Joy Erickson is a fairly new member of 
Central and has “found friends and a comfy, 
home-like experience” when she joined the 
Prayer Shawl Knitters. “Now I can be in 
a group, in the lower level of the church, 
making friends, while 
creating prayer shawls 
for people,” she says.

In her article The 
Power of Creative 
Community: Why We’re 
Better Together, artist 
and educator, Anne 
LaFollette asserts that 
“creative community 
reminds you that your 
work matters – not just 
to you, but to others.” 

This couldn’t be truer for these groups at 
Central. For Henderson, it is the generosity 
piece, along with the sense of community, 
that brings her back to this work. “I love 
being a part of the quilters because we share 
stories and ideas of how we help others with 
our love of doing for families in need,” she 
states.

Tibben remarks that, “The feeling of home 
is a result of belonging to a group of people 

who feel a need 
to help others less 
fortunate.” 

Similarly, 
Erickson 
expresses a joy in 
“creating prayer 
shawls for people 

who are hurting and need comfort.”

Knitting (and crocheting) and quilting are 
different mediums, but both facilitate a 
sense of home in the circles where they are 
created and, in the places where they end 
up. Knox emphasizes that both the process 
and the creation are rooted in God’s love. 
“God’s work, made with these hands, is 
then transformed into a garment of love 
that warms and comforts and creates a 

relationship between 
the doers and the 
receivers.” 

Both groups are 
excited to welcome 

all skill levels, everyone 
from beginners to 
experienced crafters, 
and will offer teaching 
and support to anyone 
wanting to give it 
a try. The Quilters 
generally meet on the 
first Wednesday and 

Thursday of each month, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
And the Prayer Shawl Knitters meet on the 
third Wednesday each month from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. You're invited to come and see how you 
might contribute to this creative and generous 
community of people.

Also, if you or a person you know would 
be comforted by a prayer shawl, you are 
welcome to take one from the ladder near the 
baptismal font.

“A community united by the ideals 
of compassion and creativity has 
incredible power. Art of all kinds...

can lift a community.”

-Martin O'Malley

The Quilters for LWR are always having fun together.
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Summer on the Plaza Carillon Series

Join us to hear the bells of Central’s Carillon 
tower, played by artists from around the 
country. The concerts can be heard outside 

on the north plaza in 
front of the church, or 
indoors where it will 
be video livestreamed. 
Central’s carillon of 47 
bells is one of but three 
in Minnesota. The other 
two are at The Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester 
(56 bells) and House 
of Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Saint Paul 
(49 bells). Enjoy the 
bells and lunch (either 

served by the church or available for purchase 
at a food truck) at these community events:

Sunday, June 14, 11:45 a.m. 
Carillon Demonstration-Recital: Tim Short, 
Music Associate and Carillonneur, House of 
Hope Presbyterian Church (This recital will 
include an opportunity to climb the bell tower 
and watch and learn from Tim).

Sunday, July 5, 11:45 a.m. 
Tim Short, Music Associate 
and Carillonneur, House of 
Hope Presbyterian Church

Sunday, July 12, 11:45 a.m. 
Amy Hamburg-Mead, Jacobs 
School of Music, Indiana 
University

[Food truck: KCM Egg Rolls]

Sunday, July 19, 11:45 a.m. 
John Gouwens, Culver Academy, Indiana

[Food truck: Potter's Pasties]

Sunday, July 26, 11:45 a.m. 
Margaret Pan, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, 
Cohasset, MA and Norwood Town Hall, MA

[Food truck: Tot Boss]

Please come and enjoy these free, outdoor 
concerts!

Summer Pop-Up Choir

Have you ever 
wanted to sing with 
the Central Choir 
but found it difficult 
to commit to a full 
season? The summer 
pop-up choir offers 
a flexible way to 
participate without 
an ongoing rehearsal 
schedule. On Sunday, June 14, July 26, and 
August 23, participants will gather at 9:30 
a.m. to learn accessible, well-prepared music 
and then share it at the 10:30 a.m. worship. 
This is an excellent opportunity to experience 

singing with the 
choir community 
without a long-term 
commitment. For 
questions or additional 
information, please 
contact Central Choir 
Director Joe Osowski at 
josowski@centralmpls.
org.

The Worship Area Cluster centers on welcome, hospitality, and the central act 

of the church as people of God gather for corporate worship.

Worship Begins at Home

Enjoy warm weather and listen to the Carillon.

Sing in the summer pop-up choir!

Our favorites food trucks 
will be back this summer.
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Reconciling in Christ Sunday Music

On June 21, we will celebrate Reconciling 
in Christ Sunday. As part of our worship 
that day, we will be joined by singers from 
Minneapolis Choir Collective at the 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. services. This is a primarily 
project-based ensemble which focuses on 
works by composers from underrepresented 
backgrounds. MCC is an inclusive LGBTQ+ 
community, with 92% of their singers 
identifying as queer in 2025. 

Organ Update

During the past several months, we have 
been in talks with Dobson Organ Builders, 
and their owner, John Panning, about the 
possibility of Dobson taking over the organ 
renewal effort. We are happy to report that, 
in April, John spent several days surveying 
the organ. The goal of this organ survey 
work was for him to get a good idea of what 
the current conditions of the organ are and 
thereby narrow in on a scope of work for his 
proposal. This is a very positive step forward 
for this project. We will keep you updated as 
this progresses.

Pride flags hang in the Sanctuary during Pride month and Reconciling in Christ Sunday.

Welcome (Back) Melanie Ohnstad

Valerie and I are expecting our 
first child in late May or early 
June! I plan on taking 8 weeks 
of parental leave when the baby 
is born, returning to church 
around the beginning of August, 
and then taking an additional 
4 weeks in October. I am very 
happy to report that Melanie 
Ohnstad will be serving as the Interim 
Organist and Director of Music in my absence. 
Melanie is a familiar face here at Central, 
having subbed on several occasions. Read on 
to learn more about her.

Isaac Drewes
Director of Music and Principal Organist

Dr. Melanie Ohnstad, Minister 
of Music and the Arts Emerita at 
Westminster Presbyterian, has 
been a church musician since 
her graduation from St. Olaf 
College. Her tenure included 
the installation of a new Dobson 
organ, expansion of the church’s 
musical ensembles and community 

partnerships, and the introduction of 
new worship styles and global repertoire. 
Currently she is freelancing as an organist, 
expanding her culinary explorations, and 
enjoying more time in hiking boots and cross 
country skis. Melanie and her husband, Philip 
Friedman, travel frequently and are delighted 
with more regular visits with family in CA 
and CO.
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Vacation Bible School (VBS)

Starlight, starbright - who’s behind those 
lights so bright?

This summer’s VBS theme 
will focus on the night skies. 
Exploring creation, we 
will turn our imaginations 
toward the stars and read 
Bible stories that call our 
attention to the twinkling 
lights in the sky. 

While the Earth has changed 
throughout history, the 
skies at night have largely 
remained the same, at least to our eyes. God 
speaks of the stars to Abraham and Job and 
the wisemen are guided to baby Jesus by the 
Star of Bethlehem. 

All children ages three to twelve are invited 
to this year’s VBS Sundays! So, mark your 
calendars now for June 14, July 12, and 
August 16 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Summer Experiential Learning

This summer, fifteen youth between the ages 
of 13 and 18 will travel 
south to explore the 
centers of the Civil 
Rights Movement. With 
adult chaperones, we 
will visit museums 
and learning centers in 
Alabama and Georgia to 
embody the prophetic 
call to “…do justice, 
love kindness, and 
walk humbly with 

God.” For seven days, students will learn and 
process Jesus’ call to love our neighbors. The 

King Museum and the Legacy 
Museum are two of the most 
significant places we’ll visit.

Later in the summer a group 
of middle school students will 
return to Amnicon to paddle 
the Flambeau River. With a 
goal of making the whitewater 
rapids, this group is excited to 
return to the river and improve 
their paddling skills! 

Summer Family Fun 2026

Save Saturday, August 22 (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) 
for the first annual Summer Family Festival. 
You're invited to a morning filled with great 
activities including bouncy houses, music and 
crafts in the Great Room, and a petting zoo on 
the south lawn. We’ll end our morning with 
a great summer lunch and ice cream cones 
for everyone. There might even be water 
balloons. Bring your friends and neighbors 
and plan to be here for lots of fun as we 
celebrate summer! 

Young Adults to Target Field

As is our summer tradition, the 
Young Adults are planning a night at 
the ball park. This year we will head 
out to see the Minnesota Twins play 
the Kansas City Royals on Thursday, 
June 4. Game time is 6:40 p.m. and 
we will meet at the stadium for fun 
and games including Baseball Bingo 
with prizes. In addition to bingo, 
it’s Prince Night at Target Field, so 

The Lifelong Formation Area Cluster centers on lifelong faith formation where all can 

develop a closer relationship with God and deepen their call for mission.

Formation Begins at Home

VBS is full of fun and learning for kids.

Central youth hit the road for some 
experiential learning.

Central Lutheran Church | page 12



Summer Adult Formation

For Central’s summer learning and prayer 
life, join the pastors for a thoughtful reading 

of the Rev. Dr. Karoline 
Lewis’ book, Belonging: 5 
Keys to Unlock Your Potential 
as a Disciple. After Dr. Lewis’ 
presentation at an adult forum 
in February, many of you 
have asked to explore her 
scholarship on John’s Gospel 
more deeply.

Focused on the biblical story 
of the Samaritan Woman, each 
chapter of Belonging begins 

with scripture, a prompt for reflection, an 
invitation to prayer, and an opportunity to 
journal what you have heard and learned. 
As a group, we will read Dr. 
Lewis’ book together over 
10 days and dwell deeply 
on these five prompts: 
discomfort, wonder, trust, 
letting go, and witness.

No prior knowledge or 
experience is necessary to 
join this great exploration 
and discovery of the story of the Samaritan 
Woman. The book study is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 10 at 6 p.m., Sunday, June 
14 at 9:30 a.m., and Wednesday, June 17 at 6 
p.m. The Wednesday evening sessions will 
be available on Zoom; however, the Sunday 
morning session is in person only.

The Young Adults will attend their annual summer ball game!

be ready for a whole lotta purple! We have 25 
tickets available at $20 per ticket. You can get 
tickets now on Realm. Plan to meet with other 
young adults from church for 
a night at the Twins. 

Summer with the Older 
Wiser Lutheran Seniors 
(OWLS)

The OWLS season is 
underway and there are 
great things planned for 
the summer. Guys and Dolls 
at Chanhassen begins the 
summer season on May 20. 
On July 1, we take an annual trip to Christos 
for lunch followed by a performance of Come 
From Away at the Guthrie. Later in July, we’ll 
tour the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and 
then eat lakeside at Maynards in Excelsior. 
Sign-ups for each of these trips are posted in 
the Spirit, so watch the newsletter for more 
detailed information. Join your friends from 
Central for one or all of these great outings.

The OWLS head out on day trips each month.

Summer is a chance to slow down with 
some contemplative learning.
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Restoration Center Breaks 

As we do every summer, the Restoration 
Center will take two major 
breaks over the summer. The 
Free Store, Augsburg/Central 
Health Commons, Community 
Meal, Street Voices of Change, 
Emergency Rental Assistance, and 
all other related ministries will be 
closed from June 29 through July 
9. We will reopen on Monday, July 
13. We will also be closed August 3 
through August 6. We will reopen 
on Monday, August 10. 

Pride Month/RIC 

June is Pride month and the Rainbow Circle 
is where the party starts! The Rainbow 
Circle is Central’s group for folks who are 
a part of the LGBTQIA2S+ community. We 
gather around social events to strengthen our 
relationships with one another 
at Central, and sometimes to 
support a good cause or to sponsor 
educational events. In 2019 Central 
became a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. The Reconciling in 
Christ (RIC) Program is a public 
way for faith communities to see, 
name, celebrate, and advocate for 
people of all sexual orientations, 
gender identities, and gender 
expressions in the Lutheran 
church. Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
Sunday is an annual worship 
celebration created to share in the 
commitment our organization and partnering 
faith communities have in the ongoing work 

of welcome, inclusion, celebration, and 
advocacy for LGBTQIA2S+ people in the life 

of the church. We celebrate RIC 
Weekend at Central June 20-22 
this year. Watch for ways we live 
our faith out loud, and if you 
want to join the Rainbow Circle, 
please just email Pastor Melissa at 
mpohlman@centralmpls.org.

Garden Ministry Team

For many years, Central has 
benefitted from the hard work 
and good planning of the Garden 
Ministry Team. How do we go 
from the sad brown of the late 
winter doldrums to the vibrant 

greens, pinks, and purples of petunias, 
coleus, and passionfruit vines? First, God 
has made this beautiful creation to come 
back to life every spring in Minnesota. The 
earth is watered and life comes back to all the 

growing things. Then the Garden 
Team meets. We meet every April 
and every September. The April 
meeting plans what and when 
(and who) will plant in May. The 
September meeting looks back on 
the growing season and plans how 
and when (and who) will put the 
gardens to sleep in the winter. The 
fall meeting will be at church on 
Monday, September 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
and you're invited!

Between April and September is 
when the fun happens. We plant 

and weed and water. The planting happens in 
May, so by the time you receive this Centering 

The Community Area Cluster centers on welcoming all into life-giving community 

where relationships are fostered and a range of human needs are met.

Co�unity Begins at Home

The Garden Team works to 
keep our space beautiful.

The Rainbow Circle helps 
out at Twin Cities Pride.
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the blooms should be in and you can start to 
watch them grow. On the second Monday of 
each month, the Garden Ministry Team also 
gathers at church to remove weeds from the 
gardens. Every few days in the summer, the 
plants who live in pots need to be watered 
and cared for. People who are on the Garden 
Ministry Team sign up for a week at a time 
to do this work. If this sounds like fun to you 
please email Pastor Melissa or Bill Pederson at 
pede0055@umn.edu.

SVoC BBQ  

Street Voices of Change (SVoC) will host our 
yearly BBQ at Loring Park on Thursday, June 
18. You’re invited to join us at the Loring Park 
Community Arts Center at noon for hotdogs, 
hamburgers, and sandwich steaks with all 
the sides and fixings. You are all invited. This 
is Street Voices biggest outreach event of the 
year and it’s a way for us to give back to all the 
communities that have supported us over the 
years.  

Organizing Training

Too often when we try to address problems 
in our community, we end up stuck in cycles 
that can drain energy and don’t move us 
forward. Bring your favorite co-conspirators 
and join our diverse group of organizations for 
a week of community organizing training that 
will take us from the basics of power analysis 
and choosing an issue all the way to crafting 
an issue campaign, filling your toolbox with 
effective strategies and methods that will 
help you and your communities win concrete 

improvements in people’s lives. This training 
will be held at Dunrovin Retreat Center on 
Monday, August 3 at 9 a.m. through Friday, 
August 7 at 3 p.m. You can register to stay 
overnights at the retreat center or to be a 
commuter. Please email Pastor Melissa at 
mpohlman@centralmpls.org for registration 
and details.  

Align Spring Campaign 

This spring and summer we are focusing on 
how to prevent people from experiencing 
homelessness. From the Align Spring 
Campaign Guide: 

Preventing homelessness from occurring is a 
critical part of addressing homelessness. Nearly 
half (47%) of renters in Minnesota are cost 
burdened, meaning they pay more than 30% of 
their income on rent and utilities. With limited 
income and rising costs, it’s not surprising that 
even a small financial crisis can lead to getting 
behind on rent and facing eviction. Homelessness 
Prevention not only stabilizes households in a 
moment of crisis, but mitigates potential domino 
effects of the trauma of facing housing court, 
having a court-ordered eviction, and not being 
able to find other housing due to having an 
eviction on record, as well as mitigating the cost 
and increased use of shelter and services. 

To learn more about how we at Central, 
through Align Minneapolis, work to prevent 
homelessness through tools like Emergency 
Rental Assistance, please visit the Align 
Minneapolis website at alignmpls.org and 
click on “View the Spring+ 2026 Organizing 
Guide.”

Community Organizing Training equips leaders to identify and organize around issues facing our world.
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Exploring the promise of God for all
AN EVERYDAY CHURCH FOR EVERYONE

Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Align Minneapolis: www.alignmpls.org  

ReconcilingWorks: www.reconcilingworks.org

Vacation Bible School:
June 14
July 12

August 16

Restoration Center Closed:
June 29–July 9

August 3–6

Summer on the Plaza:
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Church Picnic:
August 30


