Sixth Sunday in Easter

Eucharist
Sunday, May 10, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Exploring the promise of God for all




You are welcome. No exceptions.

Central Lutheran Church experiences God’s expansive love and strives to share it abundantly. We
affirm all people without regard to age, race, biological sex, housing status, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
immigration, refugee or migration status, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status, and
physical or mental health or ability. All are a part of God’s family, created in God’s image.

We strive to practice radical hospitality with all people and work toward racial equity. Everyone is invited
to immerse themselves in the life of this community of faith as we explore the promise of God for all.

Worship
“: Bold print indicates responses spoken by all.

I Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW).

== You are encouraged to listen to your body and stand or remain seated at any point in the service.
Eej Masks are welcome, but not required.

6 Children are welcome and celebrated in worship. Each Sunday there are Children’s Bags at each of
the ushers’ tables at the entrances to the sanctuary. Inside each bag is a worship activity and snack.
Many families sit near the children’s tables next to the baptismal font, but you are welcome to sit
anywhere in the sanctuary that is comfortable to you.

All are welcome to receive communion at Central. At the ushers’ invitation, you will proceed toward
the altar where there are regular and gluten-free wafers served with wine or grape juice. Your server
will offer bread and wine for all, including children. If you prefer to receive a blessing rather than
communion, please let your server know.

(, Offering can be made online using the QR code in the bulletin or left in the offering plates just
>/ outside the sanctuary doors.

MEMBERS OF:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America | www.elca.org
Align Minneapolis | www.alignmpls.org
ReconcilingWorks | www.reconcilingworks.org
MNIPL Climate Justice Congregation | www.mnipl.org
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Welcome to worship at Central
Lutheran Church. As you
arrive for worship, you are
invited to prepare your hearts
and minds while listening to
the prelude before the service
begins today.

The Holy Spirit gathers
us in unity on this first
day of the week.

PRELUDE
“All Glory Be to God on High,” BWV 662 Setting,
Johann Sebastian Bach

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font.)

Gathering

OPENING SENTENCES
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we give thanks for the mercy and forgiveness that wrap
our true selves in sacred belonging and purpose.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

For a word at the dawn of creation,
which spoke water and life into being.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

For the river that carried Moses safely,
building a bridge between mothers and nations.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

For the gift of holy baptism,

which declares there are no more godforsaken places,

and nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus.
For Christ is risen!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 684
“Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children
and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

Word

CHILDREN’S TIME

FIRST READING Acts 17:22-31
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. > For as I went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. >* The God who made
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, ? nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. ? From one ancestor he made
all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, %7 so
that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and
find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. ?* For ‘In him
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets
have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
2 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of mortals. ** While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, *! because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a
man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”

God speaks to us in
scripture reading,
preaching, and song.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




CHORAL RESPONSE
“God’s Love Is Alive in Us Today” Mark Patterson
Refrain: Sing with joy! God has done greats among us.
Sing with joy! Come give thanks for the goodness of God's love.

Like all the saints who 've gathered here before us,

we come to pray and bless God'’s holy name;

but on this sacred ground let glad new praise resound.:
God’s love is alive in us today! (Refrain)

We look with hope for all that still awaits us:

A future claimed by trusting in God s grace.

So let us, young and old, go forth with spirits bold.
Gods love is alive in us today! (Refrain)

(Please stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '* “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ' And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. ' This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
1T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. "*In a
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. ** On that day you will know that I
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. * They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON




Scan to make a
financial offering.

ofy

God feeds us with the
presence of Jesus Christ.

(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 397
“Loving Spirit”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all.

Each petition concludes:
God in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING
“Takeda Rhapsody” Tomoko Kanzaki

Meal

(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 447
“O Blessed Spring” Stanzas 1 and 5

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God...we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in
your holy church, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
As Easter people, at home in God’s new life, we pray together the prayer
Jesus taught:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)



All are invited to receive these
gifts of God.

Children are welcome to
come forward and receive
communion or a blessing.

Based on an old song of the
Kyoto district in Japan.

COMMUNION
“Lamb of God”
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“O Love” Elaine Hagenberg
O Love that will not let me go,
1 rest my weary soul in thee;
1 give thee back the life I owe,
That in thy ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Joy that seeks me through pain,

I cannot close my heart to thee;

1 trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

- George Matheson
“Jubilate” Arnold B. Sherman
(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and
are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.
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God blesses us and sends
us for shared mission in
our shared world.

Sending

BENEDICTION
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
=+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn 543
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is alive! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
“Allegro Maestoso e Vivace” Felix Mendelssohn
from Sonata No. 4 in B Flat Major



Serving Today

Pastor Peter Nycklemoe
Pastor Stephanie Friesen
Pastor Melissa Pohlman
Kathryn Holum

Rod Richter

Sara Gunsch

Central Choir

Sunday School Children
Bell Choir

Joe Osowski

Isaac Drewes

preacher
presider
hospitality
assisting
reading
crucifer
ensembles

choir director
organist/bell choir director

Henry Rye organ scholar
Mark Kieffer video/sound
Rexanne Spicer host
Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, Hospitality, and Décor Ministry Teams.

Chancel flowers for this week are given by Central Lutheran Church.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi
at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #265135.
Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Opening Sentences.: Adapted from Speak it Plain, Meta Herrick Carlson © 2020, Fortress Press.
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