
Advent Bible Study Guide

Wednesdays, December 3 – December 17
6 p.m. in Nativity or on Zoom



Welcome and Introduction

Welcome to the Advent Bible study where we will be focusing on the Isaiah readings that are 
appointed for this season as part of the lectionary. This year you will not hear these reading 
in worship, so we will be taking a deep dive here. Advent is a time of slowing down and 
preparation. Studying the scripture that points to Jesus is a great way to get ready in Advent.  

Home is a complicated concept for God’s people in Isaiah. 

Advent is the time in the church where we get ready for Jesus to make his home with us, for 
him to dwell with us. We turn to the stories of preparing from Isaiah. Isaiah knows that the 
people have strayed away from God and the teachings of their ancestors, so he warns them 
about what the consequences of their actions will be. Later in the book, people have experienced 
being torn away from their homes and being dragged to a new and very different land. They 
were looking to their God to deliver them and restore them to their land and their homes.

All three of these texts are poems that speak to the community of God’s people collectively. The 
things written about will affect massive amounts of people. All of these texts talk about the very 
heart of creation and the changes God will bring. Paul Simpson Duke explores these themes in 
the “Feasting on the Word” collection of books. 

Jesus uses these texts to show the crowds who gathered with him that he is the fulfillment 
of what Isaiah spoke about. In the church since then, we have done the same and really only 
pointed out where Isaiah confirms our understanding of Jesus. In other faith traditions, these 
texts stand alone and point to a messiah the people are still waiting for.  

As always, these Bible studies are more holy conversations. No previous knowledge is expected, 
in fact it helps to seek to enter the study as if for the first time; we call this beginner’s mind. You 
are invited to attend in person or via Zoom each week, but the invitation is always open for 
when it works in your schedule. Remember: always join the conversation, regardless of where 
you are in your faith journey. For this study, you may want to read the assigned readings ahead 
of time. 

You’ll want a Bible for our shared study of “Advent Stories of Home.” We recommend a 
good study Bible and any translation you have is fine. A variety of translations enriches our 
conversations because of the nuances in language. The study texts are listed in the schedule and 
printed alongside each lesson.

Christ Care Prayers begin each lesson; it is a time when we pray for one another and the needs 
of the world. If you have a prayer concern that you do not want to share in front of the group, 
you can send a private chat to the pastor who is leading the study.

Thank you for joining this Bible study, these holy conversations.  

Attend Each Week, or When it Works 

In person or via Zoom
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Schedule

Wednesday, December 3:  An End to War
     Isaiah 2:1-5

Wednesday, December 10: The Shoot of Jesse
     Isaiah 11:1-10

Wednesday, December 17: Renewal of All Creation
     Isaiah 35:1-10

Wednesday, December 24:  No Class for Christmas Eve
     Worship at 3 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

Join Online!
You can join the Bible study online via Zoom.

Meeting ID: 861 1499 6349
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An End to War

Wednesday, December 3, 6 p.m.

Suggested reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

Overview:
From the Harper Collins Study Bible: “Jerusalem will one day 
be acknowledged by the nations as the imperial capital where a 
divine suzerain will settle international disputes, thus bringing 
an end to war.” A “suzerain” is a state that rules over smaller 
nations in nation-to-nation affairs, but allows the smaller state 
to handle their own internal issues. This is a highly political text 
for Isaiah’s people. Isreal and Judah have long been the “little” 
nation being ruled over by bigger nations. This scripture makes 
Jerusalem the home for all nations and all people. It sets it up 
as an example that other peoples and nations should turn to, 
and the heart of that home is peace. Because the nations are no 
longer at war the primary task for their home is to care for the 
land and all that grows on it. Notice that this entire text is about 
what will happen in the future. The scripture surrounding this 
text warns the people that if they keep turning away from God 
there will be terrible consequences. 

Welcome

Christ Care Prayers

Weekly Conversations and Reflection
1. Why do you think the people of Isaiah’s day had these 

hopes for Jerusalem? How did they hear this and how 
did they expect God to make it happen?

2. How does this text point toward Jesus? Is it an accurate 
depiction of Jesus? Why or why not? 

3. What dreams do you have for your home? How about 
our city and country?

4. How does this text make you feel? Joyful? Curious? 
Disappointed? Hopeful?
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“Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord,
 to the house of the God of Jacob,
 that he may teach us his ways
  and that we may walk in his 
paths.”



Isaiah 2:1-5

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 In days to come

 the mountain of the Lord’s house

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains

 and shall be raised above the hills;

 all the nations shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say,

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

 to the house of the God of Jacob,

 that he may teach us his ways

  and that we may walk in his paths.”

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction

 and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations

 and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares

 and their spears into pruning hooks;

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation;

 neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob,

 come, let us walk

in the light of the Lord!
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The Shoot of Jesse

Wednesday, December 10, 6 p.m.

Suggested reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Overview:
This text comes from a time when the larger nations around 
Israel and Judah were at war. It once again talks about the 
future and what will happen. The “shoot of Jesse” language 
reflects back on a time when Israel was ruled by King David.  
The people of Isaiah’s time look back with longing and 
nostalgia for a time when they were powerful and in control 
and were at peace. They want a new and improved King David 
to bring them back together again. But like all nostalgia, they 
are only remembering the good parts of King David’s reign and 
not the constant fight for power and supremacy. 

For us in the midst of Advent, this is where the tradition 
of Jesse Trees come from. Some faith communities hang 
ornaments on a tree that contain symbols from the stories of 
Jesus’s ancestors. They begin with Jesse (who was King David’s 
dad) and continue through the lineage. Some Jesse Trees tell 
more biblical stories than just the direct ancestors of Jesus. 

Welcome

Christ Care Prayers

Weekly Conversations and Reflection
1. How does knowing something help you feel like you are 

at home?
2. How does this text point toward Jesus? Is it an accurate 

depiction of Jesus? Why or why not? 
3. What do you make out of these opposites dwelling 

together and making their homes with each other?
4. How does the text make you feel? Joyful? Disappointed? 

Sad? Hopeful?
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6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
 the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed 
together,
 and a little child shall lead them.



Isaiah 11:1-10
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

 the spirit of counsel and might,

 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

 or decide by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

 and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

 and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;

 the leopard shall lie down with the kid;

the calf and the lion will feed together,

 and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;

 their young shall lie down together;

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy

 on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord

 as the waters cover the sea.
 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
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Renewal of All Creation

Wednesday, December 17, 6 p.m.

Suggested reading: Isaiah 35:1-10

Overview:
This text from Isaiah is probably in the wrong place and should 
be more with the scripture in what we call Second Isaiah. 
Second Isaiah was written when the people were in exile. It 
promises them that there will be a way home. They will not 
need to live in another land (Babylon) and under the thumb of 
an unknown leader forever. It is designed to bring hope to the 
people in exile. It is to remind them that God has not forgotten 
about them but is coming back for them, and that God will 
make their way home beautiful and safe.

In Isaiah 35, redemption is also worked out in peoples’ bodies. 
People will be fully functional in ways they have never known. 
Blindness and deafness and physical disability will be no more. 
If there is a renewal of the land in Isaiah 35, then the renewal 
of all creation isn’t far behind, and our bodies are God’s good 
creation. God will renew and save and restore. God will also 
be a divine road construction crew who makes a path even for 
fools. The end of this text brings to mind Julian of Norwich’s 
most famous saying, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, 
and all manner of thing shall be well.” At the end all sorrow 
and sighing shall flee. In “Feasting on the Word,” Paul Simon 
Duke reflects, “Perhaps in the end it is all a sighing for home.”   

Welcome

Christ Care Prayers

Weekly Conversations and Reflection
1. How does safety make a home out of unfamiliar places?
2. Have you ever longed for home because you were 

separated? 
3. How does this scripture point to Jesus? Is he present in 

this one? 
4. How does the text make you feel? Joyful? Curious? 

Sorrowful? Hopeful?
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1 The wilderness and the dry land 
shall be glad;
  the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom;
 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom 
abundantly
  and rejoice with joy and 
shouting.



Isaiah 35:1-10

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly

  and rejoice with joy and shouting.

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

 They shall see the glory of the Lord,

  the majesty of our God.

 3 Strengthen the weak hands

    and make firm the feeble knees.
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

  “Be strong, do not fear!

 Here is your God.

  He will come with vengeance,

 with terrible recompense.

  He will come and save you.”

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;

 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness

  and streams in the desert;

 7 the burning sand shall become a pool

  and the thirsty ground springs of water;

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

 8 A highway shall be there,

  and it shall be called the Holy Way;

 the unclean shall not travel on it,

  but it shall be for God’s people;

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.

 9 No lion shall be there,

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

 they shall not be found there,

  but the redeemed shall walk there.

 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return

  and come to Zion with singing;

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

  they shall obtain joy and gladness,

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
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Final Note

Thank you for exploring these Advent Stories of Home with us. Isaiah’s good words of promise 
from God can be seen all around us and yet we still wait for the fullness of all things to be 
revealed. We wait for the lion to eat grass and the desert to bloom with crocus. We wait and 
work towards a world where there is no more use for weapons and instead we turn back to 
the care of the land. We live very much in the already and not yet time that God calls us into. 
Isaiah’s people lived in a very similar time. 

My prayer is that this study helped you move a little deeper into the Advent progression and 
now you feel more at home in these scriptures.    

Notes
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Notes
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An Everyday Church for Everyone

Central Lutheran

333 South 12th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(612) 870-4416 | info@centralmpls.org
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