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Samuel Micheal “Mikey” Evanovich

1977 - 2024
Samuel Micheal “Mikey” Evanovich was born on March 15, 1977.

He was a giving, caring person and was liked by many and loved by
gl many. Samuel was a free-spirited person. He loved the outdoors and
= nature. Samuel knew no boundaries; he lived his life freely. He
| opened his home and shared a meal with many.

Samuel is survived by one sister, Mary; three nieces, Octavia, Olivia
and Leslie; one nephew, Donald; three great-nieces and two great-
N Y i

W ~ nephews.

ol \
He was preceded in death by his mother, Martha; his father, Samuel; brother, John; and
nephew, Darren. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them
all.

He will be truly missed. Rest well for you are now with God
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David Lee Shannon
1953 — 2024

David Lee Shannon, age 71, passed away on October 22, 2024. David was a
hardworking man who loved to learn and valued his education greatly.

He will be dearly missed by his siblings Allen, Connie, Diane, Otis, Perry, Ruthie, and
Sherry, many cousins, family members, and friends.

David was preceded in death by his parents, Allen Shannon and Lillie Tyler. Rest eternal
grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.

“In My Heart”
I thought of you today but that is nothing new.

I thought about you yesterday and days before that too.
I think of you in silence I often speak your name.
Now all I have are memories and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is my keepsake with which I'll never part.
God has you in his keeping I have you in my heart

By LaShann Holt
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Louise Ellen Benson Griffin
1935 -2024

BB} Louise Ellen Benson Griffin died on November 14, 2024. Louise was
born on November 20, 1935, to Victor Hugo Benson and Dorothy
Louise McNaughton Benson in St. Paul, Minnesota. She was
baptized at St. Paulus Evangelical Lutheran Church and confirmed at
Highland Park Lutheran Church in St. Paul.

Louise began her education at Mattocks Grade School and Central
High School, both in St. Paul. After moving in 1951, Louise
graduated from East High School in Duluth and enrolled at St. Olaf
College. Louise went on to study at the University of Illinois Graduate School of Library
Science, as well as the University of Edinburgh Department of Archaeology.

At St. Olaf, Louise met Dennis Victor Griffin in the Rolvaag Memorial Library. Louise’s
graduation from St. Olaf coincided with the conclusion of Dennis’ middler year at
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Luther Seminary. Dennis and Louise were married on June 30, 1957, and departed for
Dennis’ internship year at Grace Lutheran Church in Washington, D.C., where they
lived in the church’s efficiency apartment behind the organ pipes.

Following Dennis’ ordination, Louise served as Pastor's Wife at Parishes in
Minneapolis, Champaign-Urbana and Palatine, Illinois, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
where she was a driving force in broadcasting televised Sunday morning worship at
First Lutheran Church.

Louise was an active librarian, as well as an accomplished author. She worked in
numerous libraries including Rolvaag, the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C,,
and Public Libraries in Ramsey County, Minnesota and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Louise wrote publications for Head Start through the U. S. Office of Economic
Opportunity, including Big Questions & Little Children: Science and Head Start, as well as
Multi-Ethnic Books for Young Children for the National Association for the Education of
Young Children.

In her later years, Louise turned her writing talent toward genealogy, including “How
We Lost Carl Sandburg,” published in Swedish American Genealogist, as well as self-
published works From Puddin’ Row to the Island Farm: a Griffin Family History, 2000
Cornerstones: the Swedish Foundations of an American Family, 2004 McNaughton Lives and
Times: a Family History, 2007

Researching and writing the genealogies gave Louise the opportunity to combine her
two favorite pastimes, writing and travel. Louise is survived by her sons, Mark (Donna)
Griffin and Thomas (Anne Marie) Griffin; and grandchildren Sarah, Victor, Abigail, and
Sam Griffin.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband, and her sister, Patricia (Benson)
Franke. Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
Thanks be to God.
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Shirley Ann Magnuson

1938 — 2024

Shirley Ann Magnuson was born on December 29. 1938 to Alvin and
Alice (Olafson) Magnuson. She was born and raised on a farm in
Ross, Minnesota. She went to grade school in Ross and High School
in Roseau. She was confirmed in 1953 at Concordia Lutheran Church
in Ross and graduated from Roseau High School in 1958.

Following graduation, she took business courses at Thief River Falls
Vocational School. Her path led her to Albert Lea for childcare,
Grand Forks and worked in the library, Roseau. She moved to
Minneapolis in 1977 and resided there until 2005 when she retired and returned to
Roseau.

Shirley spent her career in childcare, office work, housekeeping work for the YWCA
and Central Lutheran Church. The “Y” and the U.S. Post Office have recognized her for
exemplary work. At Central Lutheran Church Shirley served in many capacities
including Sunday School teacher for three-year-olds for 15 years, and head of mailing
services for 18 years. She was also an active member of the Grand Central Magazine
Ministry Team.

Shirley was also a writer and has written poetry and prose. She includes with every
poem a heart with the letter TGF] (Thank God for Jesus).

The term “Stewardship of People” was made for our Shirley. Those that know and love
her know that Shirley is about loyalty, faithfulness, cheerfulness and steadfastness in
service. She has loved and cared for others by remembering birthdays, special
occasions, mailing personal notes and phone calls to check in.

Shirley also had a mischievous sense of humor, always willing to lend an extra hand or
do an extra errand. She took time for people and had that extra antenna for people and
knew when a kind word would lift someone’s day.

Her favorite Bible verse comes from Matthew 28:20 “And lo, I am with you always even
to the end of the earth.

Shirley passed away on Wednesday, November 27, 2024, at Life Care Hospital in
Roseau.

Shirley is survived by brother-in-law LaDell Nelson and sister-in-law, Karen
Magnuson, many nieces and nephews and other relatives.



She is preceded in death by parents, Alvin and Alice Magnuson, brother Gordon
Magnuson, sisters, Bertha Erickson, Loraine Nelson and Avis (Melroy) Wiskow. Rest
eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.

1
Helen Klanderud

1923 - 2024

Helen Louise Wenberg Klanderud was born July 16, 1923, in a small
house in the town of Dunnell, Minnesota, right across the street from the
church in which she was married to Arthur Klanderud, of Sioux City,
Iowa. She spent her years growing up with her parents, Arthur and
Dora, and her two sisters, Harriet and Linnea, in the neighboring town
of Sherburn.

Helen went to the University of Minnesota, graduating Phi Beta Kappa,
and also achieved her Master's Degree at Teacher's College in New York. Helen and Art
started their family of three children and eventually moved back to the Midwest, settling in

Bloomington, Minnesota.

Helen taught in the Minneapolis Public Schools for many years and made some dear
lifelong friends there. Sadly, many of them have passed. She also worked with NAMI and
the Mental Health Association in helping create awareness of mental health issues. She was
an expert pianist and played into her last years. Her travels around the world included
Sweden, England, France, Italy and Morocco.

Helen is survived by her children Rolfe, Paul (Katya), and Kristen (Scott); grandchildren,
Hannah Obanni, (Rob), Yousef Obanni, Alexander Malkov (Svetlana) and Sasha (great-
grandchild).

Arthur died in 1999. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them
both.
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Antoine “Twan” Devell Scott
1970 - 2024

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Edith “Edie” Ann Adams

1929 — 2024
Edith Ann Adams, age 95, passed away on December 22, 2024.

Edith graduated (valedictorian) from Houston High School in 1947, and
graduated from St. Olaf College in 1951 earning bachelor degrees in
economics and mathematics. She was employed by the Aeronautical
¥ Division of Minneapolis Honeywell.

She met her husband Jim at a young DFL meeting, and they were
e 4 married at Central Lutheran Church in 1954. That same year, Jim ran for
the office of State Representative for the South Minneapolis District and was elected to that
office for 20 years. Edith was an indispensable partner in all of his political activity.

She is survived by her three children, Judy (Steve) Graybill, Dr. Douglas (Sally) Adams, and
Laura (Jim) Welby; her six grandchildren, Melissa (Vic) Carline, Michael (Brittany) Graybill,
Alison (Alex) Andrews, Patrick Welby, Clayton (Alayna) Adams, Charles Adams; her great-
grandchild Everly Ann Carline; auntie Linda Graybill; her sister-in-law Elaine Adams
Proctor; eight nieces and nephews, and many wonderful friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Jim Adams; her parents Burns and Myrtle
Hvambsal; and her brother and sister-in-law, Erling and Nancy Hvambsal. Rest eternal
grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Gerald “Jerry” Leslie Christie

1937 - 2024

Jerry Christie was loved by many. A husband, father, grandfather and
friend, Jerry lived a full and rewarding life. He was the son of Evabelle
(Halle) and Leslie James Christie, growing up in Devils Lake, North
Dakota with siblings Bonnie, Patty (deceased) and Darrell.

In high school he was a multi-sport athlete in football, hockey and track
and played clarinet in the band. He attended Jamestown College and
continued with athletics, earning multiple letters before graduating. He
went on to complete his education with a Master's in Economics from
the University of Nebraska.

At Jamestown Jerry met Barbara Jo Luethje of Bradshaw, Nebraska. They married in 1961,
and Jerry became a beloved in-law to his Nebraska relatives. Together Jerry and Barb raised
two children and relished family life as they moved around the U. S. before settling in
Edina, Minnesota and then Naperville, Illinois. Jerry and Barb shared 30 wonderful married
years, until Barbara's passing from cancer. Following Barbara's death, Jerry met and married
Susan (Johnson Pinkham) sharing another wonderful, loving relationship with Sue, her
daughter (Sarah Pinkham) and his Minnesota in-laws until his death. After initially living in
Naperville, Illinois, Jerry and Sue divided their recent years between Minnesota and Mesa,
Arizona.

Jerry had a successful career as a U. S. Postal Inspector, including roles in the Philadelphia
and Chicago Divisions, Central Region and Washington, D. C. Jerry took great pride in
being an Inspector and the job's combination of financial analysis and federal law
enforcement suited him well. Jerry was an avid golfer and dedicated runner who completed
the Twin Cities Marathon, Chicago Marathon and numerous fun runs. As much as anything
he enjoyed a good household project and was tireless about tree-trimming, yard work and
garage organization. In later years, the focus of his work ethic shifted to jigsaw puzzles, and
he always had an active one in progress. Throughout his life his connection to friends was
meaningful and special. We will all miss his good humor, strength and kindness, and
especially that twinkle in his blue eyes.

He was a devoted father to Jill (Sten Ostrem) and Doug (Grace Christie), grandfather to
Cooper Ostrem, Lauren Ostrem and Meg (Damian) Garcia, and Elizabeth and James
Christie. In September 2024 he became great -grandfather to Amelia Garcia which delighted
him in his last days.



The strength of his love for family and friends was reflected throughout his life and in his
death at home in hospice care, allowing his family to gather and spend precious days
together with him over the Christmas holidays before his peaceful passing on December 31
at the age of 87.

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Elaine Lucille Habeger

1943 - 2025

Elaine Habeger, 97, of Golden Valley, Minnesota, passed away on
January 16, 2025, at St. Therese of Corcoran, Corcoran, Minnesota.
She was born Elaine Lucille Beach on September 19, 1927 to Ella
(Mattson) and William Beach, in Nevis, Minnesota. She graduated
from Gregg College in 1948. She met the love of her life, Robert
{ Habeger on April 6, 1952 and they married January 17, 1953. Elaine
and Bob raised their three sons in Golden Valley.

Elaine spent her early married life raising her three boys. Once they
were old enough to be trusted on their own, she attended classes in Braille. She was
accepted as a volunteer Braille Transcriber by the Library of Congress. She enjoyed the
work but found it very time consuming. She attended a Career Clinic for Mature
Women and honed her typing and office skills. With her refreshed skills, she took a
secretarial position in the City of Crystal Health Department retiring in 1979.

Elaine will be remembered for her sewing skills, creative gift giving, and her cooking
and hosting artistry. She always seemed to know the proper thing to say or do.

Most of all Elaine loved her family, especially her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Near the end, she had trouble remembering anything that happened a
few minutes ago but never forgot the names of her family and relatives. She always
wanted the latest news on what was going on in everyone’s life.

In her later years she loved to read and do crosswords. Whenever you talked to her
caregivers, they would always tell us what a wonderful woman she was. She had a dry
sense of humor. When asked if she was in pain, her reply was, “No, I don’t permit it.”
When asked if she wanted to join in any group activities her reply was, “I don’t
recreate.”

She is survived by children Robert (Pamela) Habeger, Donald (Carol) Habeger, Thomas
Habeger; grandchildren Ryan (Katie), Brice (Charissa), Nathaniel (Sarah) and Aaron
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(Kelly); great-grandchildren, Charlie, Micah, Lylah, Selah, Aiden, Norah, Jon, Judah,
and Eleanor.

Elaine was preceded in death by her husband Bob, her brothers Bill and Ray Beach, and
her daughter-in-law Shirley Habeger. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light
perpetual shine upon them all.

-+
Marie ElizabethThayer

1943 — 2025

Marie Elizabeth Thayer was born in California on November 24, 1943,
and raised in foster care in South Dakota with her older sister, Donna.
She attended a one-room school in Volin through grade eight, then three
years at Irene High School in Canton, with her senior year at Augustana
Academy.

At Nettleton Business College in Sioux Falls, she obtained secretarial
skills that resulted in a 50-year career at the University of Minnesota
Wilson and Walter Libraries.

After college and moving to Minneapolis, Marie joined Central Lutheran Church and the
Central Choir. She said she had finally found a family and a home!

Marie enjoyed traveling and took several wonderful trips with Central friends. And she
especially loved singing and her place in the choir. Due to declining health and mobility,
Marie moved to assisted living at Heritage of Edina in October 2014 where she participated
in weekly worship and singing. And whenever asked, she was always fine!

After a series of hospitalizations, several bouts with Covid and subsequent rehab stays,
Marie moved to Edenbrook Care Center in October 2023, where she still managed to always
be fine! She died February 5, 2025, and was interred in Central’s columbarium.

She is survived by her brother-in-law, Ron Kvale of Forest City, Iowa; nieces, Shelly and
Heidi, and nephew, Brian.

Marie was preceded in death by her sister, Donna. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let
light perpetual shine upon them both.
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Tommy Lee Gilmore
2025

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.

-
Linda Carol Liupakka

1965 - 2025

c Linda Liupakka, age 59, died on February 10, 2025, in her home in
Roseville, Minnesota.

Linda was born on September 15, 1965, to Carol and Dale Liupakka
in Duluth, Minnesota. Carol was overjoyed to finally have a baby
girl. Growing up, Linda enjoyed sports, even playing hockey on the
boy’s team. She graduated from Lincoln High School in Esko,
Minnesota. After graduating from St. Catherine University, she
pursued her career in oncology nursing.

Linda was non-judgmental, quick thinking, and cared deeply.
These characteristics contributed to her skill as a cancer nurse and as the unofficial
neighborhood nurse.

She loved making massive bonfires, enjoyed (screaming) while watching the Minnesota
Vikings play, and was a Diet Coke fanatic.

Linda is survived by her children, Brittany (Will) Kimball, Andrew Kimball, and David
Kimbeall; her mother, Carol Liupakka; her brothers, Pete (Liz) Liupakka and Phil (Cyndy)
Liupakka; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. They miss her so much.

She was preceded in death by her father, Dale Liupakka. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and
let light perpetual shine upon them both.
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Thor Ryan Engebretson

1961 - 2025
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Ardelle Inezene Lande
1922 — 2025

| Ardelle (Olson) Lande, of Minneapolis, passed away peacefully on
| February 22, 2025, at age 103. She was born January 19, 1922, in Shelly,
Minnesota to Annie and Ingolf Olson.

After graduating from high school in Pelican Rapids, Minnesota in
1940, she completed nurses training at Eitel Hospital in Minneapolis in
1944. She worked from 1944-1945 at Eitel Hospital as an operating room
nurse, from 1945-1953 at the Nicollet Clinic Urology Department, and
from 1978-1998 in home health care.

Ardelle met her husband, Irvin Lande when friends introduced them in January 1946 and
they married on June 22, 1947, at Central Lutheran Church. In December 1952, she and Irvin
bought their house on 18" Avenue South. In September 1953, her daughter LaVonne was
born and in July 1955 her son Dale was born. During ensuing decades, she enjoyed caring
for her children, school and church activities, and leading Girl Scouts. In addition, she
enjoyed family vacations at Lake Blanch and traveling to the four corners of the United
States.

Ardelle retired from nursing in 1998, moved to Nokomis Square in 1999 and to Masonic
Homes in 2015. Ardelle was most thankful for a lifetime of service that was full of family
and friends.
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She is survived by her son, Dale; sister, Glorrayne Casmey; many nieces, nephews, other
relatives, and friends.

Ardelle was preceded in death by her husband, Irvin; daughter, LaVonne Hardman; and

sister, Roselyn Krause. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon
them all.

-
Martin Emil Marty

1928 — 2025

Martin Emil Marty (97), religious historian and retired University of
Chicago Divinity School professor, died in his Minneapolis care
community on February 25, 2025. The family noted the cause of
death as "old age," though his trademark sparkle-in-the-eye and

generosity of spirit remained with him to the end.

"Marty," as he was known to the world, was born in West Point,
Nebraska, February 5, 1928, the son of Emil A. and Anna L.
(Wuerdemann) Marty. Although he left Nebraska for good by the
age of 13 to begin studies in Milwaukee at Concordia Lutheran Prep
School, Nebraska never left him. Lutheran church life on the prairie, writers like Willa
Cather and Wright Morris, memories of his Swiss and German ancestors farming the
soil, and even Cornhusker red contributed to his lifelong identity.

A graduate of Concordia Lutheran Seminary, St. Louis (BD 1952) and the University of
Chicago (MA 1954, PhD 1956), Marty served as a Lutheran pastor in the Chicago
suburbs for ten years, most notably at Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, a
congregation he founded in Elk Grove Village. His pastoral heart and enthusiasm for
ministry never disappeared, though in 1963 he transitioned out of the congregational
setting to accept an invitation to teach church history and modern Christianity in the
Divinity School of the University of Chicago. It was there that he anchored his teaching
and intellectual life for the next 35 years and where, upon his retirement in 1998, the
Martin Marty Center was founded, an institution committed to the understanding of
public religion.

For five decades Marty traveled extensively, delivering thousands of lectures, sermons,
and commencement addresses. He authored more than sixty books, hundreds of
scholarly articles, and countless essays, columns, and forewords for other books.
Considered by many to be the most influential interpreter of American religion during
the second half of the 20th century, Marty may best be known for the study of public
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theology, a phrase he coined to describe the critical engagement of religious and
cultural issues that can foster the common good. His rich interest in pluralism allowed
him to be conversant in different genres and among diverse audiences. For 50 years he
served as an editor at The Christian Century, and for 41 years he authored the biweekly
newsletter Context.

In 1985 he became the founding president and later scholar-in-residence of the Park
Ridge Center for the Study of Health, Faith, and Ethics; from 1987 to 1995 he co-directed
the Fundamentalism Project, an American Academy of Arts and Sciences-sponsored
survey of world fundamentalisms that resulted in five encyclopedic volumes on the
subject; and from 1996 to 1999 he directed the Public Religion Project, a program
underwritten by the Pew Charitable Trust to delineate the importance of faith in a
pluralistic society.

Marty received numerous awards in life, including more than 80 honorary degrees, the
National Book Award (1972), the Medal of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
(1995), and the National Medal for the Humanities (1997). He served on two
presidential commissions, as president of multiple scholarly societies, and on numerous
boards, including as a regent, board chair, and interim president of St. Olaf College.
Marty's greatest professional happiness, however, was being a teacher, mentoring and
learning from students of all walks of life.

Much of his life's work involved framing into historical context the changes in 20th-
century American religious practice. In 1964 he spent six weeks as an invited Protestant
observer at Vatican II in Rome. His unwavering support of the civil rights movement,
including marching in Selma in 1965, modeled for family and friends a lifelong
commitment to justice and the dignity of every person.

Marty married Elsa L. Schumacher in 1952, and together they raised four sons and two
permanent foster children, while also periodically taking in additional foster sons.
Following Elsa's untimely death from cancer in 1981, Marty reconnected with the
widow of a seminary classmate, Harriet J. Meyer, and they married in 1982. Over the
past 43 years, Marty and Harriet have traveled the world, entertained guests
enthusiastically and, as in Marty's first marriage, enjoyed a life of devoted love. Every
decade of life in the Marty household has been shaped and influenced by Marty's own
deep humility, personal faith, and abiding gratitude for life. He will be remembered as
a disarmingly kind person who instinctively reached out to relate to and enjoy every
person he had the opportunity to encounter.

Martin E. Marty is survived by his wife Harriet; sons Joel (Susie), John (Connie), Peter
(Susan), and Micah; lifetime foster daughter Fran Garcia Carlson and lifetime foster son
Jeff Garcia; stepdaughter Ursula Meyer (Jamie Newcomb); nine grandchildren; 18 great-
grandchildren; and numerous nieces, nephews, friends, and admirers.
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He was preceded in death by his sister, Mildred Burger, and brother, Myron Marty. Rest
eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.

Randy Elwyn Goetz

1955 - 2025

Randy Goetz was a loving husband, father and grandfather. He passed
away on March 26, 2025, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, surrounded by his
husband, son and daughter.

He was born on February 8, 1955, in Halliday, North Dakota, Randy's
life was a testament to love, family and perseverance. Randy was known
| for his kindness, humor, love of the arts and music and an incredible
| sense of fashion.

After 38 years as an accomplished attorney at Thomson Reuters. Randy enjoyed spending
his retired years at his winter home in Palm Springs, spoiling his grandchildren and
achieving a long-term goal of becoming a professional floral designer. He believed in the
power of family and dedicated his life to creating a loving, supportive home. Randy's
stories, advice and holiday décor will be remembered and cherished by all who knew him.

Randy is survived by his husband Kevin Grewe; daughter Courtney (Todd Stabenow); son
Barrett (Jalisa); grandchildren Max and Zoey; brothers Bob and Jerry and stepsons Erik
Wiegele and Chris Grewe — and all who will continue to honor his legacy by living their
lives to the fullest.

He was preceded in death by his wife Cindy; parents Pearl and Elmer; and beloved
nephews Brandon and Cameron Goetz. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light
perpetual shine upon them all.
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José Angel Elizalde

1947 - 2025

José Angel Elizalde was born in Cuba on Christmas Eve in 1947. His
mom gave him Angel as a middle name to celebrate the holiday.

Angel came to Minnesota in the 1980s and worked every possible job
you could imagine. He loved traveling between all the various agencies
and ministries that helped people experiencing homelessness in
Minneapolis and St. Paul. He moved around goods so that every place
had what they needed.

A long-time resident of Lexington Commons, Angel was always good at
clearing the sidewalks of snow and making sure his neighbors got what
they needed. Angel also loved playing drums outside of the various stadiums, but his

favorite was the Metrodome after games. Angel was a hard worker and a strong person
who thrived on being wonderfully social.

Angel struggled with several strokes over the last years, and he would call most people
“Lady.” His voice was gruff and at times people would mistake his rushed nature for anger.
He was quick to tears and knew his own mind. He was not one to stay still for long, but he’d
always greet folks as he left, “Hey Lady, let me go. I got to go.” Angel lived a life of faith and
generosity. He loved good food and eating with people who enjoyed food too. Angel made
friends everywhere he went.

We will miss Angel and the way he brought life into every room he entered. Angel was a
long-time member of Central Lutheran Church.

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Richard “Dick” Keith Nelson

1930 - 2025

Richard K. "Dick" Nelson a pioneering software engineer and founding
developer of the supercomputer at Cray Research, passed away on April
12, 2025, at the age of 95 in Bloomington, Minnesota.

Born and raised in Minneapolis, Minnesota near Lake Nokomis, Dick
grew up swimming, biking, and tinkering with machinery. As a boy he
liked to take things apart and put them back together again. He would
gather scrap materials from junkyards and build radio receivers.

This early ingenuity led to a trailblazing career as Software Engineer
with IBM, Control Data and Cray Research. Dick followed a lifelong love of learning. He
graduated from Roosevelt High School then attended St. Olaf College, following family
tradition, before transferring to the University of Minnesota for Mechanical Engineering.
Throughout college, he served in the Naval Air Reserves. After working briefly as a
mechanical engineer at General Mills, he went on to earn a professional engineering degree
from Caltech.

During his lifetime, Dick and his wife, Barbara, philanthropically supported many Lutheran
colleges and the University of Minnesota. Dick served on the Board of Regents at Concordia
College, Moorhead, Minnesota from 1987-1997.

Dick's pursuit of computer software engineering began at IBM in Los Angeles, White Sands,
Albuquerque and Los Alamos National Laboratory with hydrogen energy development. He
returned to Minnesota to work for Control Data on the CDC 6600 and 7600 operating
systems. There, he worked with Seymour Cray, whom he followed to join Cray Research as
the 12th employee in 1973. Dick was a FORTRAN compiler expert and Cray tasked him
with developing an automatic vectorizing FORTRAN compiler, which had never been done
before. Dick's groundbreaking CRAY-1 CFT enabled Cray to become the industry leader
with the world's fastest computers.

He married his loving wife, Barbara (Tjornhom), in August 1959 and this past year they
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary. Dick and Barbara loved relaxing together at
their Pickerel Lake cabin, which he designed in 1970.

Dick's retirement from Cray in 1995 allowed more time to enjoy sailing, long walks, and
reading. He collected classic cars and could most often be found tinkering with engines in
the garage, including his beloved 1913 Ford Model T. A steward of the land, he planted
hundreds of trees and maintained them using his antique John Deere tractor. He held a
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deep respect for agriculture and loved to spend time on his farmland near the ancestral farm
in Nerstrand, Minnesota.

He loved choral music and sang bass in many vocal groups, starting in his youth with the
Bethel Church Choir and Octet, St. Olaf's Viking Men's Chorus, University of Minnesota
chorus, Minneapolis Aquatennial Aqua Follies quartet, Choraleers, Carillon Singers, and the
Par Four, Norske Fourski, and Sentimentals quartets.

Dick was a man of deep faith who attended church every Sunday. He will be remembered
for his steadfast nature, generous spirit, strength of character, and love for his family.

Dick, beloved husband, father and grandfather is survived by his wife Barbara; sister Joan
Bell; daughters Kari (Steve) Mueller, Martha Anderson, and Julie (Nick Hewitt) Nelson; and
grandchildren Diana, Marshall, Rolf, Hans (Natalie), Gunnar, Ingrid, Siri, Miles, and Cayce
and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his daughter Laura Nelson; his parents, Henry and Agnes
(Suphammer) Nelson; and his brother Donald Nelson. Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and
let light perpetual shine upon him.

T
Harold “Hal” James Hoekstra

1944 - 2025

Reverend Doctor Harold “Hal” James Hoekstra, age 80, of Anoka,
Minnesota died peacefully at home on April 14, 2025.

He was born on August 28, 1944, in St. Cloud, Minnesota to Gerrit
and Glorene (Thurk) Hoekstra. Graduated from Annandale High
School in 1962 and from Augsburg College in 1966 where he met and
married Donna Anderson in 1967. He graduated from Luther
Seminary with a Master of Divinity in 1970 and completed a Doctor
of Ministry in 1994.

He served ELCA congregations in North Dakota, Washington, Minnesota, Michigan,
Arizona and Illinois and retired in 2010.

Harold is survived by wife Donna; daughters Allison (Jerry), Riestenberg and Kari
(Chris) Schmidt; two grandchildren Garret Riestenberg and Claire Riestenberg and
many relatives and friends.

He is preceded in death by his parents and sister Shirley (Hoekstra) Baker. Rest eternal
grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Walter “Jerry” Jerome Dustrud
1936 — 2025

Walter Jerome “Jerry” Dustrud, age 88, of Minneapolis, passed away
May 9, 2025.

Jerry graduated in 1954 from Minneapolis South High School and in
1959 from the University of Minnesota, where he was a member of
Theta Chi Fraternity. After service in the Army National Guard, he
embarked on a 40-year career as a project manager, designing
computer systems for businesses. Jerry demonstrated leadership

skills and a commitment to community service from a very young
age. In recent years, he was a member of two homeowner association boards, Elliot
Park Neighborhood board, Triangle Park board, and South High scholarship and
reunion committees.

He enjoyed tennis, golf, music, sailing, reading, bridge, and coffee. He loved spending
time at his family cabin and his Florida condo, as well as traveling to many states and
countries.

Jerry is survived by wife, Gayle Dustrud; children, David (Stephanine) Dustrud, Kristen
(Doug) Schneider, Jon (Kristina) Dustrud; stepchild, Jesse (Sara) Heinzen;
grandchildren, Ana Rogers, Wade Rodgers, Augusta Berling (Greg), Erica Schneider,
Ian Schneider, Emma Heinzen, Olivia Dustrud, Ella Dustrud; great-granddaughters,
Stella and Audrey; sister, Barbara (Gary) Ronning; brother, Charles Dustrud; and many
relatives and friends. Jerry will be remembered by all for his charm and wit.

He was preceded in death by wife, Heather Toy Dustrud; parents, Walter and Mabel
Dustrud. Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Philip Gordon Overby

1933 —2025

Philip Gordon Overby, age 91, of Minneapolis, Minnesota died at
home with his wife and family present on May 11, 2025.

Philip was born September 14, 1933. He was raised during the
depression in Finley, North Dakota. At age 16, he and his identical
twin brother Floyd attended St. Olaf College where he majored in
Botany. After graduation Philip joined the U.S. Army in 1955 and
was stationed in France where he was able to travel throughout
Europe and the Middle East. He frequently credited this time in the
army as a time to grow and learn about other people and the world.

Philip married Eve Isabel Tutton in Lillehammer, Norway in 1967. They raised their
three children at 330 E. Minnehaha in Minneapolis and have been members of Central
Lutheran Church for more than 50 years. Philip was the catalyst for welcoming more
than 30 international families and students into the Overby home, many of whom have
become like family.

He attended Medical School at University of North Dakota and Northwestern
University, followed by a Pediatrics Residency at Mayo and a Pediatric Neurology
Fellowship at the University of Minnesota where he was later on faculty. He was an
early member of the Nicollet Clinic Blaisdell office in South Minneapolis and dedicated
his professional life as a pediatrician to serving the less well off.

After retirement Philip took up painting, continued his lifelong interest in gardening,
enjoyed his grandchildren, traveled with his cherished wife Eve and most recently lived
at 7500 York. Philip was an understated, humble, faithful man who always expressed
gratitude for his upbringing in North Dakota, and the life he lived with Eve and his
tamily.

Philip is survived by his wife, Eve Overby (Tutton); children, Philip (wife, Ioanna)
Overby, and Martha Overby; grandson, Maxwell Pacieznik and his mother Anna

Pacieznik; granddaughters, Isabel Overby, Maria Overby, and Eleanor Overby; and
sister, Margaret Alberg.

He is preceded in death by son, Mark Overby; brothers Floyd and Alph Overby; and
parents Alph and Josephine Overby (Simonson). Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let
light perpetual shine upon them all.

21



gy

Oscar “Oz” Yanez
1960 - 2025

With deep sorrow and love, we announce the passing of Oscar
1 Yanez, who left this world on May 24, 2025, at the age of 65 after a
long illness. Oscar was born February 12, 1960 in Maxwell, Texas.
Formally of Lockhart he resided in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Beloved
| son, brother, father, and friend, whose life was filled with music,
faith, and a generous heart.

Oscar was a gifted guitar player whose talent left a lasting
impression on everyone who heard him play. Music was his
passion, and through it, he touched countless lives —whether performing for friends,
family, or during worship services at the churches he cherished. Later in life, Oscar
found a deep and meaningful relationship with God, and his faith became a guiding

light. He shared that light through his music, using his gifts to glorify God and bring
comfort and joy to others.

Oscar’s legacy is one of kindness, faith, and music that lives on in the hearts of all who
knew him. He will be remembered for his warm spirit, his love of family, and the
beautiful melodies he shared with the world.

He is survived by his loving mother, Lala Yanez; his wife, Janet; and his children, Joni
Yanez Shannon, Crystal Yanez, Jessica Yanez, Stevie Ray Yanez, Eulalia Yanez, Zoey
Yanez, and Zachary Yanez . He is also survived by several grandchildren and 1 great-
grandchild. He is also survived by his siblings Ruben (Maggie), Saul (Swanda), Emma
(Art), and Sylvia, along with many nieces, nephews, extended family members, and
friends who will forever carry his memory in their hearts.

He is preceded in death by his father, Luciano Yanez and his brother Raymond Yanez.
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Barbara Towne Ducat
1960 - 2025

Barbara Towne Ducat passed away on the morning of May 28, 2025, in
the home where she lovingly raised her children in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. She was a beloved wife, mother, sister, aunt, and friend to
countless people worldwide. Her life was one of immense
accomplishments marked by academic and professional excellence, a
deep curiosity about the world, and care for all the communities that
were a part of her life.

Barb was born on December 5, 1960, in Harlan, Iowa, as the youngest
of four to Max and Jean Towne and was raised in Kimballton and Elk Horn. From a young
age, she was determined to explore beyond her small hometown, see the world, and build a
life on her own terms. She graduated valedictorian from Elk Horn High School and went on
to earn her Bachelor of Business degree in Accounting from Iowa State University. In 2004,
she earned her MBA from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business while
balancing a demanding career and family life.

After graduating from Iowa State, Barb began her career at Cargill, where she spent over 13
years in global roles. Her work took her around the world, enabling her to build a highly
successful career and develop a lifelong passion for travel. She spent months at a time
working abroad in places like Thailand and Australia, fostering unique experiences that
included being caught in a military coup in Thailand and conducting undercover
investigations during the Croatian War while based in Hong Kong. Barb ultimately traveled
to 39 countries across six continents and visited all 50 U.S. states.

Following her time at Cargill, Barb held senior and executive roles at many companies,
including Associated British Foods, Tyco, SuperValu, HomeRiver Group, Twin City Fan,
Classic Collision, and others. She was a visionary senior leader whose career had a lasting
impact on every organization she touched, distinguished by her commitment to people and
culture, ability to build high-performing teams, champion of diversity, and her earning of
top leadership recognition and awards. In 2021, at the recommendation of lifelong friend
and former colleague Bev Franklin, Barb joined the board of directors at Sabathani
Community Center in South Minneapolis, serving as chair of the finance committee. Her
dedication to others was unwavering, whether on a global stage or in her local community.
Barb retired in 2022, looking forward to a time filled with travel, family, and giving back.
However, in January 2024, her plans were upended when she was diagnosed with ALS, the
same disease that had taken her brother, Steve, in 2017. The disease progressed rapidly,
stripping away the independence that had defined her. She eventually lost the ability to
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walk, use her hands, speak, and eat. Yet she faced each stage with the same strength,
dignity, and determination she had shown throughout her life. Despite her immense pain,
Barb devoted her final chapter to raising awareness and funds for ALS research. Her goal
was to ensure that the next generation of her family, her friends, and society would not
suffer from this devastating disease.

As part of her legacy, Barb established a 10-year scholarship program in her hometown of
Elk Horn, Iowa, to provide high school students with the opportunity to pursue the kind of
meaningful work and adventure that she herself embodied. Her influence also inspired the
creation of the Barb Towne Ducat ALS Legacy of Care Program, founded by her care team
leader, Patti O'Connor of Elevare. The initiative partners with students in healthcare fields to
provide hands-on care for individuals living with ALS, combining education, compassion,
and advocacy in honor of Barb.

Barb will be remembered not only for her accomplishments and travel but for the strength
and grace she brought to every challenge. Her wisdom, generosity, and courage will live on
in the lives she touched and the legacy she leaves behind.

She is survived by her husband, Michael, with whom she had just celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary, and their children, Samuel and Grace. She is also survived by her
brother Bruce, wife Terry, and his children Megan, Greg, Kirstin, and Maria, and their
mother Laurie; her sister Carol and her children David, Mark, and Janet; the children of her
late brother Steve, Jeff and Andrea; and many other nieces, nephews, brothers- and sisters-
in-law, and friends who became like family.

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her.
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Malcolm “Mac” Lee Minnick, Jr.

1932 - 2025

Malcolm Lee Minnick, Jr. was born in Harrisonburg, Virginia and
grew up in Salem where he graduated from Andrew Lewis High
School in 1951. Malcolm received the Bachelor of Arts degree, with
honors, from Roanoke College in 1955. While a student at Roanoke,
he was president of the Honor Society, president of the student
body, co-editor of the yearbook, and president of the Kappa Alpha
fraternity. In 1955, he was selected as the Outstanding Kappa Alpha
in Virginia and named in Who’s Who in American Colleges and
Universities.

Minnick earned a Master of Divinity degree from Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary in 1958. During this time, he was president of the Luther
League of America and was a member of one of the working committees of the World
Council of Churches.

From 1958 through 1976, Dr. Minnick served successively as pastor of three parishes in the
Virginia Synod of the ELCA: St. Mark’s in Luray, St. John’s in Norfolk, Christ Lutheran in
Roanoke. During this time, he was involved in many other areas of ministry in addition to
the congregations in which he served. He was president of the board of trustees of Virginia
Lutheran Homes and of Marion College. Minnick provided leadership in closing Marion
College and merging its assets with Roanoke College.

In 1976, Dr. Minnick moved from congregational ministry to a position in the church-wide
organization of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) in New York, New York. He
continued his ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) with a move
to Chicago, Illinois, in 1988. During Minnick’s 21 years of work in the LCA and ELCA, he
was director of various programs, retiring as Executive Director, Division for Outreach,
ELCA. During his leadership, among other notable achievements, 1000 new ministries were
started; 200 congregations were organized in ethnic specific communities to help the LCA
and ELCA move toward the commitment to become an inclusive church; and over 2000
Lutheran pastors were trained to use outreach methodology in parish ministry. Minnick
also played a lead role in expanding the Mission Investment Fund, ELCA, to be a bank for
assisting congregations with low interest loans. Newberry College awarded Minnick the
Doctor of Divinity degree in 1991, and he received the Bachman Award for Distinguished
Leadership in 1993 from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. Roanoke College
recognized Minnick as one of its Sesquicentennial Distinguished Alumni in 1992. He was a
member of the Roanoke College Associates and the Society of 1842.
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Mac retired in 1997 after 39 years of active service as a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. During his retirement, he was senior interim pastor at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Rockford, Illinois, and later interim pastor at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Park Ridge, Illinois, as well as consultant to the Advocate Medical Group in Chicago,
assisting 250 doctors to incorporate spirituality into the practice of medicine. In 2015, he and
Lynda relocated to Wayzata, Minnesota and became members of Central Lutheran Church
in Minneapolis.

He is survived by Lynda, his wife of 30 years; daughters Katherine Minnick (Frank Karpiel)
and Ellen Wentzel; sons Mark Minnick and Jeffrey (Diane) Minnick; stepsons Peter
Tidemann and Christopher Tidemann; 7 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.

T
Ann Margaret Overgaard Madsen Preus

1927 - 2025

We announce the passing of our beloved mother, Ann Margaret
Overgaard Madsen Preus, 97, on June 18, 2025, at Pillars of Prospect
Park Memory Care Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota, following a long
illness with breast cancer.

Ann was born to Danish immigrant parents, Kristine Olesen Madsen
and Vagner Overgaard Madsen, on October 2, 1927, in Brookings,
South Dakota. They raised her with a "go for it" attitude. In her youth
she loved roller skating, playing on a girls' basketball team where her nickname was
"Windmill Annie" for her height, lifeguarding, and winning awards for rifle target shooting.
She was passionate about art and music, playing violin in the orchestra, and earning her BA
in Art and Journalism from South Dakota State University. Ann's early career in newspaper
journalism led her to seek opportunities, such as the time on a trip she happened to be near
Eleanor Roosevelt's car, and Ann knocked on her car window door to ask for an interview!
Nothing was beyond Ann. Later in life people said of her, "She could do just about
anything." She made things happen.

Ann met the love of her life, David Walter Preus, when he was a new pastor in Brookings.
David came to family dinners in the Madsen home and always said he was smitten with
Ann. They were married for 70 loving years and created a remarkable partnership! Ann
faithfully supported David in their Lutheran life of service, starting with a small-town
parish and culminating in international church leadership. She knew how to gracefully
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support David's service leadership with all people, including interfaith leaders and
dignitaries from around the world.

Ann will be remembered for her Danish American tradition of hospitality and welcome.
This ranged from beautifully decorated formal dinner parties with church and civic leaders
at their home in Minneapolis; to always welcoming family, friends and parishioners for a
cup of ready coffee and sticky buns; to making it known that neighborhood kids could come
over anytime. She was always trying to offer a second or third serving of food to take care of
her guests! At the family cabin in northern Minnesota, Ann would invite everyone over for
scavenger hunts, fun games, and plenty of dock food.

Ann's sense of class, creativity, art and beauty were ever present. She picked out creative
fabrics to sew gorgeous dresses, create table runners, or design anything from textiles, such
as forest scenes on curtains. She even literally created nature-scene dioramas in their home's
built-in buffet, making it her artistic easel. She regularly picked flowers from the garden for
fresh bouquets. Ann loved to create and see beauty all around her.

Life also brought challenges and Ann was a fighter. In the 1970s her car was hit in an
accident, and Ann experienced what is now known as a traumatic brain injury. She could no
longer play violin and had to relearn her basic math skills. This prompted Ann to invent her
own novel system to teach mathematics using four colors and prime numbers. She also
went back to school in her 50s to earn her Master's in Education from the University of
Minnesota and made new friends and networks. Over the years Ann tried to expand the
reach of her education system; she often felt frustrated as a female entrepreneur in that era.
Her dream was for all children and people with disabilities to be able to learn in ways that
worked well for them.

Through the years Ann always went all out to surround her family and friends with loving
care. Later in life, in her 90s, when she developed dementia and breast cancer, Ann lived "in
the moment" with her family, friends and caregivers at the memory care center of Pillars of
Prospect Park. Despite difficulties, she continued to be bold and create joy around her, and
she was admired for her bright smile, blue eyes, and overall kindness. She would regularly
notice something interesting and say, "Isn't it wonderful!?" or give a big hug, saying "I love
you soooo much."

Ann is survived by her children Martha K. Preus, David A. Preus, Stephen ].M. Preus,
Louise M. Parish, and Laura E. Preus; son-in-law Michael and daughters-in-law Carmenza
and Martha; grandchildren Natalie (David John), Christian (Robekkah), Katharine, Andrew,
Daniel (Varsha), Brita, Johan, Nathan, Annabel, and Belden; great-grandchildren Raegan,
Ryder and Arya; and many nieces and nephews, relatives and friends.

Preceded in death by her husband, David Walter Preus; sister Esther Hanson and brother
George Madsen; and sons-in-law Anthony and John. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let
light perpetual shine upon them all.

27



gy

James “Jim” Omand Snustad
1938 — 2025

James O. Snustad, aged 86, passed away peacefully on June 24,
2025, surrounded by family and friends.

Jim was born on December 25, 1938 in Bemidji, Minnesota, to Nick
and Bertha Snustad; a Christmas child - befitting a man of deep
spiritual nature and faith - Jim carried a quiet grace throughout his
life that reflected his strong inner conviction.

| Jim began his professional journey in the world of baking. He
N8 launched his career as a baker in Bemidji, later moving to
&4 Rochester to study cake decorating. He then relocated to Fort
‘ Dodge, Iowa, where he owned and operated one of the first in-
store bakeries within a grocery store - an innovative concept at the

time.

In 1968 Jim made a life-changing move to Minneapolis, where he transitioned into the field
of interior design. Over the years, he contributed his talent and vision to several respected
firms including Olson's Planned Interiors, Palmer Olson Ackerman Interiors, Mr. Furniture,
2112 Design Studio, and Design Studio 1200. In 1998, he co-founded Abitare Design Studio
with colleague David Wehrspann, establishing a boutique firm known for its refined,
thoughtful, and deeply personal approach to design.

His work will live on in the homes he shaped and the lives he touched. Jim had an eye for
beauty - in design, in life, and in people. He didn't just make friends; he collected them,
much like he collected art - each unique in their own way. A natural host, he curated
gatherings filled with cocktails, conversation, and laughter. Always ready with a story to
tell, Jim brought a distinctive spark to every room. He was never shy about sharing his
personal opinions on life, politics, design or anything in between - and did so with humor,
boldness and heart.

Throughout his life Jim mentored many, offering guidance, encouragement, and an
unwavering belief in their potential. His wisdom, patience, and generosity shaped the paths
of countless people who carry his influence with them today.

He is lovingly survived by his sisters, Anne and Elaine, and by his soulmate of 32 years,
David. He also leaves behind a wide circle of devoted friends, colleagues, and clients - his
chosen family - who will remember his wit, warmth, creative spirit, and unmistakable
charm that endeared him to so many.

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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David Chester Johnson

1933 - 2025

David Chester Johnson, born in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, to Chester
and Olga (Resnick) Johnson on January 21, 1933, has died in
Minneapolis on July 5, 2025.

He graduated from Grand Rapids High School in 1950, Gustavus
Adolphus College in 1954, and received an M.A., Ph.D. in Sociology
from the University of Iowa in 1956 and 1959. He and Gustavus
classmate Jean Lunnis of Minneapolis were married in 1955. They
became the parents of Stephen, Andrew and Jennifer.

His career includes founding the Department of Sociology at Luther College, where he
taught from 1957-1969, East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania Dean of Arts and
Sciences 1969-1976, St. Cloud State University Vice President for Academic Affairs 1976-
1983, Gustavus Adolphus College Dean of the College 1983-1990, and Chancellor of the
University of Minnesota Morris (UMM) 1990-1998.

During his career, he was the recipient of a National Science Foundation Science Faculty
Fellowship to the Norwegian Institute for Alcohol Research in Oslo, a Kennedy Fellowship
for research on immigration to Sweden, and the presidency of the Elder Learning Institute
(now Osher Lifelong Learning Institute). He and Jean teamed with Luther colleagues and
Norwegian friends to lead seven hiking groups in Norway and Sweden and later three such
trips in Romania’s Transylvanian mountains. He called those treks “liberal arts on the hoof”
and “spartan days and decadent nights”. In retirement, he has served as consultant to the
international offices in the universities of Oslo, Bergen, and Tromso in Norway, Malmo and
Kristianstad in Sweden, and Tampere in Finland as well as the Fulbright offices in Oslo and
Helsinki.

David is survived by his son Stephen (Deborah) and his daughter Jennifer (Peter) Zuppan;
grandchildren, Jordan Hout, Karl Zuppan and Kirsten Zuppan. Also, his brother Kent
(Birgit), nephew Eric, niece Kristina (James) DuBoulay and their sons Joseph and Erik, his
cousins and foreign exchange student “Norwegian daughter” Marit (Jan) Koren.

He was preceded in death by both parents in 1977, wife Jean in 1996, and son Andy in 2015.
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.

David led a life rich with the love of friends and family.
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Marianne Helen Harju
1938 — 2019

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her.

+
Douglas “Doug” John Haines

1968 — 2025

Douglas J. Haines, age 57, passed away in his sleep on August 4 while
visiting friends in Minocqua, Wisconsin. He is preceded in death by his
mother Miriam and father Donald.

He was born March 29, 1968, in St. Paul, Minnesota. In May 1968 he was
adopted into the Haines family. He spent his childhood in Storden,
Minnesota, Ishpeming, Michigan, and Wausau, Wisconsin. He
graduated from Wausau East High School in 1986.

Douglas said that he “lived his life like he was on vacation every day” and he proved that
by working, living and playing in some of the best vacation spots in America: worked at
Camp Agawak, Minocqua, Wisconsin; Beach Grom at Clearwater Beach, Florida; Ski
Instructor at South Lake Tahoe, California; worked and Waterskied at Minocqua,
Wisconsin; Backcountry Snowmobile Powder Ski-n-Board at Steamboat Springs, Colorado;
Pelican Pier Marina at Marco Island, Florida; Ski Bum at Stowe, Vermont and Guest Services
at Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe, Vermont.

He made friends easily and often. From an early age, where he had a “treat route” to visit all
the grandmothers in the tiny town of Storden looking for candy and cookies to his 1,400+
friends on Facebook, he was always reaching out to make another friend.

Douglas is survived by his sisters Lisa (Randall) Kolberg and Ann Haines Holy Eagle;
brother Jeff (Heidi) Haines; 8 nieces and nephews (Maya, Jon Erik, William, Malik, Solveig,
Isaiah, Kyle, Nate); and 4 great-nieces and nephews.

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Stanley “Stan” Norris Olson
1946 — 2025

Stanley Norris Olson, child of God, died suddenly on Friday afternoon,
September 12, 2025. He was 79. In death, as in life, he is surrounded by
the love of his family and a vast community.

Stan was born March 17, 1946, in Fort Dodge, Iowa, and grew up in
Eagle Grove, IA. He was baptized on April 14, 1946, at Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Eagle Grove. His parents, Norris Delmar Olson
and Joyce Dorthy (Narland) Olson raised their four children to lives of
joy, abundant love, and care for others. Faith and learning were family
priorities, and they set Stan on a lifelong path of service to God and neighbor.

He began his education in a one room school-house-Pine View School-across the road from
his family farm and then graduated from Eagle Grove High School. After attending Waldorf
College (A.A. 1966) and St. Olaf College (B.A. 1968), Stan went to Luther Seminary for his
M.Div (1972) and then to Yale University, where he earned his Ph.D in New Testament in
1976.

In his ministry as a parish pastor in Duluth and New Ulm, Minnesota; as a teacher at Luther
Seminary; as bishop of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA); as Executive Director for Vocation and Education in the ELCA;
as President of Wartburg Seminary; as Interim President of Trinity Seminary in Columbus,
OH; and, in retirement, as an active member of Grace University Lutheran Church in
Minneapolis, Stan was always a leader with a servant's heart. He built relationships, listened
deeply, and reminded those around him of the goodness and kindness of God. Whatever
his role--colleague, mentor, spouse, parent, grandparent, and friend--he strove to begin
always with grace, and he lived unfailingly his confidence, from Romans 8, that nothing can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

For 54 wonderful years, Stan shared his life with Nancy Lee (Stuckey) Olson. They met in
Suitland, Maryland in 1971, when Stan was a pastoral intern and Nancy the music director.
They rapidly fell into a love that sustained them through the years. They were partners in
life and often in ministry, caring for their communities, their family, and the world.
Together, he and Nancy raised two daughters with great love, teaching them the value of
community, faith, kindness, integrity, and curiosity about the world. He instilled in them an
abiding delight in words and stories and a begrudging appreciation for terrible puns. Stan
and Nancy taught their children and grandchildren to love the outdoors and to notice
beauty. The lakes, rocks, and pines of northern Minnesota became a defining family place.
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At home, Stan and Nancy walked together almost every day, watching eagles soaring over
the river and birds at the backyard feeders, witnessing the changing seasons. As he wrote,
"We've had a fantastic life together."

True to his Iowa farm boy roots, Stan loved to build and repair things and work with wood;
and he took great joy in his garden and house plants. His appreciation for the natural world
and his creative spirit led him to watercolor painting, poetry, and pen and ink drawing. He
was his daughters' first and best writing teacher and their life-long guide on matters
personal, professional, and practical.

In addition to his beloved wife, Stan is survived by his daughters Maren Olson (Jamie
McBride) and Christa Olson (Anna Henning) and grandchildren Finnegan, Freya, Ian, and
Sila. He is also survived by his siblings Carmen Peter, Julia Wentz (Chris Simoni), and Kent
Olson (Linda), his brother-in-law Richard Stuckey, and cherished nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents, his aunts and uncles, his brothers-in-law John Wentz
and Leonard Peter, his sister-in-law Rusty Stuckey, and his cousins Erik Budd, Eloise
(Olson) Cohen, Gary Kist, Mike Kist, and Mark Madson. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Lois Karen Nesseth
1936 — 2025

Lois Karen Nesseth, 89, was born in Detroit, Michigan and died
peacefully in Minneapolis, Minnesota surrounded by the love of her
family.

She grew up alongside her four brothers in a hardworking family that
first made its way in Detroit’s auto and plastering industries before
starting a farm in Michigan’s Eastern Upper Peninsula. Lois held warm
memories of those years, when long hard days were balanced by the
simple joys of family life. From an early age she loved music, especially

the piano, and she carried that passion for classical playing throughout
her life. After graduating from St. Olaf College, she returned to the Upper Peninsula, where
she married and began her career as a teacher and as an extension agent—writing a
newspaper column and guiding farm families in food preparation, nutrition, and family
care.

In the 1970s, her brothers launched a manufacturing business, and within a few years they
decided to move to Wisconsin to be closer to more of the dairy farms who would purchase
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their equipment. Lois relocated to Barron, Wisconsin with her three boys and 20 other
members of the Nesseth family. The move was a true family effort, requiring 23 trips with a
single semi-truck to transport all of the households and the equipment.

Lois raised her sons through their formative years in Barron before life’s opportunities and
family needs led her to new chapters in Northfield, Minnesota, Salt Lake City, Utah, Big
Sky, Montana, and eventually back to Wisconsin and Minnesota. She carried with her a
steadfast belief that every move, every change, held the promise of a new beginning —if
only one had the courage to embrace it.

Lois was a proud and devoted mother to her three sons—Kris (Carolyn)
Karsell, Hans (Kelly) Kabat, and Lars (Allison) Nesseth. Nothing brought her greater joy
than her six granddaughters: Catherine (Zachary) and Emma, daughters of Kris and
Carolyn; Kate and Sara Pearl, daughters of Hans and Kelly; and Liv and Rivers, daughters
of Lars and Allison. Each was a bright light in her life, and she cherished them dearly.

Serving meals—for one guest or many —was her favorite undertaking, when she overfilled
her many dishes and bowls with bounty from her urban garden and always served
dessert. In addition to her garden, Lois will be remembered for poetic emails and
writings, kitchen cupboards papered with family photos, her special way with children,
beloved chicken and dumplings recipe, and her love for dogs.

She is survived by her brother, Clinton (Connie) Nesseth, and many nieces and nephews.

Lois joins in peace her parents, Clifford Bryce and Pear]l Viola, and her brothers Bryce,
Dennis, and Raymond. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon
them all.
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Reverend Father

Dr. Cherian Puthiyottil

1944 - 2025

Reverend Father Dr. Cherian Puthiyottil left this world on Sunday,
September 28, 2025, at 2:14 p.m. He passed peacefully in his home, in
his own bed, surrounded by his beloved wife (Carrie), both his

daughters (Shaba and Saja), and even his favorite feline companions,
Voltaire and Rousseau.

Cherian was born in Kallooppara, Kerala, India on May 26, 1944, at the
close of World War II, when the world was a far different place than it
is now. He was the youngest of six children and was recognized from
an early age for his remarkable intellect and aptitude. As a result, his
mother adjusted his birth year on his birth certificate to allow him to enter school 2 years
earlier than his peers, which created a lifetime of confusion (and comedy) around his actual
age, and his documented age.

From an early age, his extraordinary intellect was evident, and by his teens he had already
begun the journey toward his lifelong calling in the priesthood. He was ordained in 1971 in
the Syrian Orthodox Church and went on to serve in many leadership roles in India,
including as General Secretary of the Christian Student Movement of India, chaplain of the
Kottayam Medical College, and assistant to the bishop of the Malankara Orthodox Church.
He was also one of the few international scholars of the ancient Aramaic language.

Cherian was an internationally respected theologian, scholar, and priest. He completed
advanced studies in India, Germany, England, and Minnesota, and earned a wide range of
graduate and post-graduate degrees in a variety of fields. Over his lifetime, he learned to
read, write, and speak 14 different languages, authored two books, and devoted his ministry
to building bridges across faiths, cultures, and communities.

In 1981, while studying at Oxford University in London, he met his future wife, Carrie
Walker, who was studying abroad from Minnesota. They began writing letters to one
another across an ocean, fell in love, and soon decided to begin their life together in
Minnesota. Married in 1982, they welcomed their daughters into the world in 1986 (Shaba)
and 1988 (Saja), at a time when mixed-race families were not as common (or accepted).
Cherian served as a chaplain at United Hospital, and went on to earn an additional doctoral
degree in Social and Pastoral Ministry from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, became a U.S.
citizen in 1993, and was later able to obtain dual nationality with India as well.

34



In 1982, he was ordained as a Lutheran pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and soon began a 17-year ministry at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. His
work focused on social ministry, refugee sponsorship, and building welcoming spaces for
immigrants and newcomers. During his time at Central Lutheran, he helped to found and
run a childcare center, and later a school, (both of which his own children attended), and
began numerous programs to support immigrants, refugees, and communities in need. He
authored two books; “Welcoming Strangers to a New Land” and “Our Neighbors: An
Introduction to Cultural Diversity and World Religions”; and in 2000 became the founding
director of the Multicultural Mission Center, later known as AGORA. Through this work, he
helped congregations across the Twin Cities grow into more inclusive and vibrant
communities of faith.

While his scholarship and ministry touched people across the globe, Cherian's greatest pride
was always his family, and his two daughters in particular. He took great joy watching his
family thrive and carry forward the values of education, service, and love for others that he
instilled in us. He was a fiercely loving husband, father, and grandfather, with impossibly
high standards and expectations that sometimes created arguments and frustration, but
inspired the best in others. He would do anything to ensure the safety, joy, and success of
his children, and he often accomplished this by encouraging his children to tackle challenges
that he knew would serve us well long term.

Cherian baptized both of his daughters at Central Lutheran Church in unique ceremonies
pairing his Syrian Orthodox and Lutheran faith, he presided over the wedding of his eldest
daughter Shaba to Natanael in 2013 in a uniquely diverse Mexican-Indian ceremony, and
also baptized his first grandson, Amar Kiran in 2018, in a ceremony in their home. Cherian
also witnessed the marriage of his second-born daughter Saja to Saba in 2015. He found
immense joy in being an Apachan (grandfather) to his three grandchildren, Amar (of Shaba
and Natanael), and Soraya & Sima (of Saja and Saba).

He believed fiercely in the power of education and instilled in his children discipline,
curiosity, and resilience; often through routines and rules they resisted (and were annoyed
by) as children, but learned to be deeply grateful for later on. From early morning
newspaper readings and political debates, mandatory music and tennis lessons, forced
learning of the Spanish language, weekly trips to the library to ensure sufficient reading
material was on hand at all times, early morning Saturday house cleanings, and long
summer road trips across the country to see all of our nation's monuments and parks, his
influence shaped every part of his children's lives.

Cherian was endlessly energetic, curious, quick-witted, a problem-solver, and fantastically
disciplined. Others would seek out his guidance and support to help them tackle obstacles,
solve problems, and find solutions to challenges. Cherian was known for his way of
bringing projects to fruition, making things happen, and helping others reach their goals. He
was a man who rose before dawn to read (and write), who pushed his daughters to study
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hard, who believed deeply in the American dream and true democracy, and who never lost
his love for Kerala, his culture, and his people. Even as Alzheimer’s and dementia slowly
stole away his sharpness and cognition in recent years, his warmth, humor, and pride in his
family remained constant, and somehow, he continued to know how to navigate between
English and Malayalam, even in his last days.

He was a man of contradictions that made him unique: a deeply devout Orthodox priest
who was also profoundly liberal in his politics, a lover of tradition who eagerly embraced
every new form of technology and Apple computer to give his children a technological
advantage. He was an immigrant who fiercely defended both his Indian roots and his
American identity. He survived a heart attack, cancer, diabetes, and countless health battles
with courage, but his greatest trial came with Alzheimer’s and dementia in recent years,
which slowly dimmed the brilliance of his once boundless intellect. Through it all, his love
for his family and his pride in all of us never wavered.

Cherian was an intellectual giant and dedicated his life to serving his community and
others, and his loss is deeply felt by his friends, family, and loved ones that live across the
globe. He had a long and abundant life, blessed with incredible successes as a result of his
scholarship, hard work, dedication, and desire to serve those around him. His legacy will
continue to live on through his family, his writings, and the many communities he touched
across the globe. His family is grateful that Cherian is finally at peace and reunited with
those who went before him, including his first granddaughter, Sofia Aadya, who was lost 6
months into Shaba's first pregnancy. Shaba is grateful her little Sofia has her Apachan to
play with for all of eternity.

Cherian is finally at peace and able to rest after a lifetime of hard work and dedication to the
service of others. His daughters are deeply grateful to have benefitted from his tireless and
loving guidance, influence, and support, and are proud to know they have been raised to
walk in his footsteps and carry on his legacy.

Cherian is survived by his wife of 43 years (Carrie Walker), his eldest daughter Shaba
(Natanael Martinez), his youngest daughter Saja (Saboun Nasseri), as well as three
grandchildren (Amar, Soraya, and Sima).

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him.
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Carol Singleton

1946 — 2025

Carol (Girod) Singleton, of Crystal, Minnesota, died peacefully at her
home surrounded by her family at the age of 78.

Carol and her sister began teaching neighborhood children dance in
their parents Robbinsdale basement, turning it into a business that has
lasted more than 67 years. They were pioneers for women in business
.. and in the dance community. In 1968, they founded the Minnesota
" 1 Dance Contest, which drew studios from across the Midwest. Through
" countless performances at hospitals, nursing homes, and community
events, dancers from Kay Marie and Carol's studio brought joy to others while learning the
importance of giving back — especially to the elderly and those in need. Carol taught dance
to generations of children, which she cherished and considered a privilege. She taught with
grace and kindness, and it was her life's work to ensure every dancer felt special, loved, and
more confident than when they began. She never worked a day in her life; the dance studio
and teaching ballet was her happy place. Her legacy continues with the next generation of
teachers and students.

As a friend she was loyal, generous and loving. She felt blessed to meet many amazing
people during her life and was extraordinarily grateful for her friends. Carol loved spending
time camping (Tuttle's), fishing, traveling and spending time with her friends. She loved
going on cruises, and she and Tom had many amazing adventures together.

Carol deeply cherished her family and was a devoted, loving mother and grandmother. She
found joy in every moment spent with her children, whether exploring new places or
setting off on adventures. In later years, she continued those traditions with her
grandchildren — sharing laughter and love on trips to dance camp, Jellystone, birthday
cruises, and simple backyard campouts.

The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Mary Broughten, PA-C for her
compassionate care and support.

She is survived by her loving partner, Tom Slattery; children Jeff (Kathleen) and Joe (Sandy)
Girod; grandchildren Grant (Claudia), Ian, Ahna, Maria and Julia Girod, sister Kay Marie
(Bob), brother Lloyd Kreatz (Bonnie); sister-friend Linda Fleury; cousin-friend Patty Cooley,
Erica Slattery, Tom Slattery Jr. and many beloved relatives and friends.

Carol was preceded in death by her parents, Ron and Irene Kreatz, and her angel, Mildred
Yentsch. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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Tonia Alisa Perkins
1969 — 2025

| Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her.

-
Glen Raymond Nordgaard

1932 - 2025

Glen Raymond Nordgaard, age 93, passed away peacefully in his
sleep on Thursday, October 16. Glen was born in Minneapolis on
May 14, 1932, attended South High School in Minneapolis, and
earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in education at the
University of Minnesota. He met his wife, Judy, in youth group at
Our Savior's Lutheran Church, where both had played in the same
accordion band as children. They married in 1954 and were devoted
to one another for their 66 years of marriage. An accomplished
painter and sculptor, Glen taught art in public schools for 36 years, including 32 years at
Harding High School in St. Paul, where he enriched the lives of three generations of
students. He was known for his compassion, quick wit and endless supply of Ole and
Lena jokes.

Glen was a life-long fisherman and avid outdoorsman with a passion for Minnesota's
North Shore. For over five decades he spent countless hours with family at the cabin he
and Judy built there, instilling a love of wilderness in his children and grandchildren.
He will be remembered as a loving brother, husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather and uncle; a diehard Gophers fan and a wicked cribbage player.
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He is survived by children Susan, Stephen (Susan Campbell), and Kathy; grandchildren
Elizabeth and Alex; step-grandchildren Bruno, Max and Nora; and great-grandchildren
Mya, Lyla and Mason.

Glen is preceded in death by his parents, Andrew and Magnhild, brother Ralph, and
wife Judy. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them all.
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