
Holy Communion
First Sunday in Advent

Sunday, November 30, 2025

8:30 a.m.

Exploring the promise of God for all

Welcome to Central Lutheran Church.

You are welcome, no exceptions.

Here are a few notes you might find helpful for worship:

Bold print indicates responses spoken by all. Masks are welcomed.

Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red 

hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

PRELUDE 

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”  Johann Sebastian Bach

from Schübler Chorales, BWV 645 

 

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font)

Gathering
OPENING SENTENCES 

There are three parts to this season:

the waiting and the waiting and the waiting.  

Waiting for the Christ child to come to be sure, 

who we know already came.  

Waiting for the burning coming of the Christ in our hearts, 

for the I-am-with-you-always. 

Waiting for the great coming of the reign of God 

when each table is a banquet and bread lines are no more. 

There are three comings to this season, 

And three waitings, and three yearnings. 

And God the answer to them all.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 245

      “Creator of the Stars of Night”  Stanzas 1 - 4

 

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

The Holy Spirit gathers 

us in unity on this first 

day of the week.
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KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. 

God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and 

kindness, that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your 

marvelous deeds. Raise our heads in expectation, that we may yearn 

for the coming day of the Lord and stand in reverence before your Son, 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

Word
FIRST READING Romans 13:11-14

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 

we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then 
throw off the works in shadows and put on the instruments of light; 13 let 
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

(Please stand)

God speaks to us in 

scripture reading, 

preaching, and song.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Leader sings once, then all repeat

Leader: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 

and grant us your salvation.

All: Repeat Alleluia

 

GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 
as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 

have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON

(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 244

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

We seek the mighty God in the most unlikely places as a child in a 

stable, and in an empty tomb. May God hear these prayers, which come 

from the unlikely corners of our lives.

Each petition concludes:

We wait for you, O God,

Hear our prayer.

Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may know your 

presence in our midst during this holy season of joy as we anticipate the 

coming of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING 

“I Was Glad” Bradley Ellingboe
 

Meal
(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN Hymn 726

“Light Dawns on a Weary World” Verse 1

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Scan to make a 

financial offering.

During the sharing of the 

peace, children are welcome 

to migrate to the children’s 

tables. One of the pastors 

will come with a snack and a 

greeting for the children.

God feeds us with the 

presence of Jesus Christ.
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It is indeed right...and join in their unending hymn:

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life...

...Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 

earth. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one, we pray as Jesus has taught us: 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated)

COMMUNION *African-American Spiritual

      “Keep Your Lamps” arr. K. Lee Scott

*Many African American 

spirituals and hymns were 

never credited to their creators 

or were claimed by other 

individuals. On weekends 

when Central uses music 

or music texts created by 

people who were kept in 

chattel slavery, a donation 

will be made to a Historical 

Black College and University 

(HBCU) as a reparation to 

their descendants. For 2025, 

Central will be sending 

donations to Jackson State 

University in Jackson, 

Mississippi.

All are invited to receive these 

gifts of God.

Children are welcome to 

come forward and receive 

communion or a blessing.
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(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 

known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father,     Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Hymn 260

“The King Shall Come”

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is coming.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

      “The King Shall Come” David N. Johnson

 

 

 

 

God blesses us and sends 

us for shared mission in 

our shared world.
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Thanks to:

Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams,

and all who are serving.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Steve and Ruth Studt 

in celebration of their 61st wedding anniversary on November 28.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi 

at 612-788-1288 or receptionist@centralmpls.org.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com

© 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.

Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Opening Sentences: Susan Palo Cherwien, “Crossings: Meditations for Worship” 

©2003 Morning Star Music Publishing

Prayer of the Day: Reproduced from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 

© 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.

Gospel Acclamation Verse: Isaac Drewes

Text:The English translation of the Sanctus prepared by the English Language Consultation (ELLC), 1988.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music: James E. Bobb, newly composed, and copyright © 2016 Birnamwood with this publication.

Copyright © 2016 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) 

MSM-80-875A  The various music licensing agencies do not give permission to copyright this music.
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