
Holy Communion
Sixth Sunday in Easter

Sunday, May 5, 2024
8:30 a.m.

Exploring the promise of God for all

Welcome to Central Lutheran Church.
You are welcome, no exceptions.

Here are a few notes you might find helpful for worship:
Bold print indicates responses spoken by all. Masks are welcomed.
Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red 
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

PRELUDE 
Prelude in B Flat Major Isaac Drewes

(At the sound of the bell, please stand and face the font)

Gathering
OPENING SENTENCES 

We gather at this font, O God,
creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow.
We praise you for the St. Croix River and Cedar Lake,
and for the water you provide us each day.
We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font.
We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth,
this flood of endless mercy,
and for all the baptized around this blue planet.
We ask you, almighty Provider,
to give us the water we need,
and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font.
By the water of our baptism empower us
to pour out ourselves for others
and to safeguard the waters of your earth.
To you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery,
be all praise and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Holy Spirit gathers 
us in unity on this first 

day of the week.
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GATHERING HYMN  Hymn 804
“Come Down, O Love Divine” Stanzas 1, 3, and 4

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Faithful God, make our hearts bold with love for one another. Pour out 
your Spirit upon all people, that we may live your justice and sing in 
praise the new song of your marvelous glory. Amen.  

(Please be seated)

Word
FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So 
he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

God speaks to us in 
scripture reading, 

preaching, and song.
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(Please stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL John 15:9-17
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete.
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do 
not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did 
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON

(Please stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY Hymn 656
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

4



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

Each petition concludes:

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and 
living Lord. 

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please be seated)

MUSICAL OFFERING
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” David C. Dickau

Meal
(Please stand)

PRESENTATION HYMN “Keep in Mind that Jesus Christ Has Died for Us”

God feeds us with the 
presence of Jesus Christ.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join their unending hymn:

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on 
us...through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen. 

(Please be seated)
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COMMUNION 
“Lamb of God”

“With an Everlasting Love” Hugo Wolf, music from 
 Spanisches Liederbuch No. 6

(Please stand)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 
us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your 
goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 

Sending
BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
    bless you now and always.
Amen.
 

SENDING HYMN Hymn 367
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” Stanzas 1–3
 

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Christ goes with you.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE 
3 verses of “Christ Is Arisen,” BWV 627 Johann Sebastian Bach

All are invited to receive these 
gifts of God.

Children are welcome to 
come forward and receive 
communion or a blessing.

God blesses us and sends 
us for shared mission in 

our shared world.

These 3 verses are Bach’s 
setting of the hymn “Christ 
is Arisen” (ELW 372). That 

hymn, in turn, is based on 
the plainchant Victimae 

Paschali Laudes (Christians, 
to the paschal victim, ELW 
371) attributed to Wipo of 

Burgundy. 
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Thanks to:
Sacristans, Usher, and Hospitality Ministry Teams, 

and all who are serving.

Chancel flowers this week are given by Glenn Steinke 
in loving memory of his wife Mary.

If you wish to donate flowers, please contact Judy Korogi at 612-788-1288.

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #26515.
Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704051.

Prayer of the Day: Adapted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 
Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Presentation Hymn: Text and music © 1965 World Library Publications, 3708 River Road, Suite 
400, Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158 www.wlpmusic.com All rights reserved.
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