
PRELUDE

(Please stand at the sound of the bell)

Gathering
LENTEN SENTENCES

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 
everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
We thank you, dear God. 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for 
dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are 
the fountain of resurrection. 
We thank you, dear God. 
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers 
your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 
We thank you, dear God. 
God we pray: Praise to you for the waters of baptism and for your Word that saves us in 
this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine 
our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us and drown the evil 
around us. 
We thank you, dear God. 
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Welcome to Central Lutheran Church
You are welcome, no exceptions

Here are a few notes you might find helpful for worship:
Bold print indicates responses spoken by all. Masks are welcomed.
Congregational hymns are found printed in this bulletin or in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship.
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Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Hymn 520
"Dearest Jesus, at Your Word"

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Give ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and be present among us. By your gracious life and 
death, bring our hearts the insight of your loving vision and anoint us with your Spirit, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please be seated)

Word
READING John 9:1-41

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 
4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one 
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 
7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is 
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 
10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then 
I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do 
not know.”
 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began 
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then 
I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
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does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
 18The Jewish authorities did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that 
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 
himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities; for the 
Jewish authorities had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said 
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 
not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You 
do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen 
to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And 
he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do 
not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him 
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

(Please stand) 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

Each petition concludes:
Merciful God:
Receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew 
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

Sending
BENEDICTION

God, the giver of love,
     Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth
bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hymn 336
"Lamb of God" 
 

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

POSTLUDE

Portions of the liturgy are from SundaysandSeasons.com
© 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
liturgies license #26515.

Hymns reproduced under OneLicense A-704052.
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