EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
Prayers for Life Passages

Preparing for baptism

Merciful and most high God, creator and giver of life, you have called all people from darkness into light,
from error into truth, from death into life. Grant grace to name/s and bless them. Raise them by your
Spirit. Revive them by your word. Form them by your hand. Bring them to the water of life and to the
bread and cup of blessing, that with all your people they may bear witness to your grace and praise you
forever through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

New members

Almighty God, by the love of Jesus Christ you draw people to yourself and welcome them into the
household of faith. May we show your joy by embracing new brothers and sisters as we bear your
creative and redeeming word to all the world. Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of
bread and the prayers, and in service to others, following the example of Jesus Christ, our servant and
Lord. Amen.

Farewell and Godspeed

Eternal God, we thank you for name/s and for our life together in this congregation and community. As
they have been a blessing to us, so now send them forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Birth of a child

O Lord our God, creator of all that exists, we thank you for the joy of watching new life begin and for the
privilege of sharing with you in your continuing creation. In your mercy grant that these blessings may
continue to us and even to our children's children, that generations yet unborn may bless your holy
name; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Adoption of a child

Merciful God, because of your love for us in Jesus Christ we have become brothers and sisters, daughters
and sons in your family, the church. We thank you for the love which welcomes child’s name into this
household. As you have blessed name/s of parent/s with this child, give them the joy of caring for her/him,
and increase our joy as members of your family in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Remembrance of the faithful departed

Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion more fierce than the grave. We rejoice in
the lives of those whom you have drawn into your eternal embrace. Keep us in joyful communion with
them until we join the saints of every people and nation gathered before your throne in your ceaseless
praise, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Those preparing for marriage

We praise you, O God, that your children names have been drawn together in love for one another.
Strengthen their hearts, so that they will keep faith with each other, please you in all things, and come to
the joy of celebrating their marriage; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Marriage

Eternal God, without your grace no promise is sure. Strengthen names with patience, kindness,
gentleness, and all other gifts of your Spirit, so that they may fulfill the vows they have made. Keep them
faithful to each other and to you. Fill them with such love and joy that they may build a home of peace
and welcome. Guide them by your word to serve you all their days; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Those whose marriage has ended

God of compassion and grace, in your steadfast love accompany name/s. As you ever work to restore and
renew your people, overcome bitterness with your joy, hatred with your love, brokenness with your life;
and give us hope through the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Those entering retirement

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant name who has enriched this
community and brought gladness to friends and family. Now bless and preserve her/him at this time of
transition. Day by day, guide her/him and give her/him what is needed, friends to cheer her/his way, and a
clear vision of that to which you are now calling her/him. By your Holy Spirit be present in her/his
pilgrimage, that she/he may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The care of children

Almighty God, with a mother's love and a father's care you have blessed us with the joy and
responsibility of children. As we bring them up, give us gracious love, calm strength, and patient
wisdom, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good, following the example of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Young persons

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his arms and blessed them. Help us to understand
our youth as they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Give us compassion when they face
temptations and experience failures. Teach us to encourage their search for truth and value in their lives.
Help us to appreciate their ideals and sympathize with their frustrations; that with them we may look for
a better world than either we or they have known; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Young persons

Lord God of our ancestors, we thank you for what you have done and will continue to do with our
daughters and sons. Walk with them in life, and keep the evil one from obstructing their path. You see
all; you know where the water is deep. Keep them from danger. Order their steps and guide their feet
while they run the race of faith. May the good work that you have begun in them be brought to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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Families

Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless family life everywhere and fill all
homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strengthen the commitment of husbands and wives to one
another, that they may mirror your covenant faithfulness; pour out your Spirit on parents, that through
them their children may taste your unconditional love; and empower all family members to live in your
grace and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Those who live alone

Gracious God, none who trust in your Son can be separated from your love. Give to those who live alone
peace and contentment in their solitude, hope and fulfillment in their love of you, and joy and
companionship in their relations with others; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The elders of the community

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of heaven and earth. From everlasting you are God, our
dwelling place in all generations. You are the source of holy wisdom, and the fountain of all truth. We
give thanks to you for the elders among us. We are graced by their wisdom and seasoning. We are
touched by their knowledge and faith. Bless them, O God, as they are a blessing to us. Pour out your
Spirit, that our elders may continue to dream dreams and testify to the Light of their salvation, Jesus
Christ. May we find inspiration in their years of faithfulness. May we follow their example by serving
you with steadfastness and singleness of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

HEALING

Health of body and soul

By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to the hopeless. Though we
cannot command or possess your power, we pray for those who want to be healed. Mend their wounds,
soothe fevered brows, and make broken people whole again. Help us to welcome every healing as a sign

that, though death is against us, you are for us, and have promised renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ
the Lord. Amen.

Those in affliction

Lord Christ, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go through the trials of
life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all things; that we have no secrets from you;
and that your loving grace enfolds us for eternity. In the security of your embrace we pray. Amen.

Those in emotional distress

Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Surround name with your steadfast love
and lighten her/his burden. By the power of your Spirit, free her/him from distress and give her/him a new
mind and heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.
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Those who suffer abuse and violence

Holy One, you do not distance yourself from the pain of your people, but in Jesus you bear that pain with
all who suffer at others' hands. With your cleansing love bring healing and strength to name; and by your
justice, lift her/him up, that in body, mind, and spirit, she/he may again rejoice. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.

Those in trouble or bereavement

Almighty God, your love never fails, and you can turn the shadow of death into daybreak. Help us to
receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we may have hope and be
lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Those suffering from addiction

O blessed Jesus, you ministered to all who came to you. Look with compassion upon all who through
addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy;
remove the fears that attack them; strengthen those who are engaged in the work of recovery; and to
those who care for them, give honesty, understanding, and persevering love; for your mercy's sake.
Amen.

The chronically ill and those who support them

Loving God, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation. Pour out your Spirit on all
people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their families and loved ones. Help them to
know that you claim them as your own and deliver them from fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus Christ,
our healer and Lord. Amen.

Recovery from sickness

Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness
and peace. Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence and a strong confidence in you. In
our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might,
and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Restoration of health

O Lord, your compassions never fail and your mercies are new every morning. We give you thanks for
giving our sister/brother [name] both relief from pain and hope of health renewed. Continue in her/him the
good work you have begun; that she/he, daily increasing in bodily strength and rejoicing in your
goodness, may so order her/his life and conduct that she/he may always think and do those things that
please you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26515.

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

in the heart of the city, welcomes all people

to celebrate, discover and share the love of Christ

333 South Twelfth Street « Minneapolis, MN 55404

Office — 612-870-4416 * Infoline — 612-767-9101 » www.centralmpls.org

dfc 03/06/08



